
Discussion Session and Book Launch on Thirty Years in Prison 

The Institute of Social and Cultural Studies (ISCS) hosted a Discussion Session and Book 

Launch on 31 January 2026 in Lecture Room-II, Annexe of the India International Centre, New 

Delhi. This event celebrated the publication of the book ‘Thirty Years in Prison,’ written by the 

revolutionary figure Trailokya Nath Chakraborty, and gathered esteemed scholars, intellectuals 

and students for a thoughtful discussion regarding the text and its historical relevance. 

The session was presided over by Prof. Himanshu Kumar Chaturvedi, Director of the Indian 

Institute of Advanced Study (IIAS), who emphasized the significance of autobiographical prison 

narratives as essential historical sources for comprehending revolutionary movements and 

colonial resistance in his remarks. 

The panel included distinguished speakers such as Dr. Rakesh Sinha, a prominent author and 

former Member of Parliament (Rajya Sabha), and Shri Hindol Sengupta, Professor of 

International Relations at O. P. Jindal Global University. Both speakers analyzed the intellectual, 

political, and civilizational aspects reflected in the work, placing the author’s experiences within 

the larger context of India’s freedom struggle and the ideological currents of the early twentieth 

century. 

Specifically, Dr. Rakesh Sinha remarked during his address that the contemporary endeavor of 

accurately documenting the history of India’s freedom struggle should not be termed Rewriting 

of History but rather Rebirth of History. In this context, ‘Thirty Years in Prison,’ authored by the 

revolutionary Trailokya Nath Chakraborty, serves as a crucial primary component. 

The discussion attracted an engaged audience comprising scholars, students, researchers, and 

invited guests. The interactive dialogue that ensued after the formal presentations allowed 

participants to reflect on historiography, memory, and the influence of revolutionary literature in 

shaping national consciousness. 

The programme concluded with expressions of gratitude towards the speakers and participants, 

reaffirming ISCS’s ongoing dedication to fostering scholarly dialogue and preserving academic 

integrity. The programme was moderated by Dr. Punit Kumar Agarwal on behalf of the institute. 


