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The Institute of Social and Cultural Studies (I1SCS), Bi-Monthly Purvodaya: The Rise of
Opportunities that completes its second year informing and reciprocating about the grovwth,
development and cultural significance of eastern India — in itz Movember-Decamber 2023
edition integrates some of the very important subjects marters pertaining to the present and the
future of the region.

As India’s G20 presidency has marked a significant milestone in its global leadership role,
steering discussions and initiatives among the world's major economies to address complex
challenges. Therefore the articles compressed in the given edition of Bi-JMonthly showeases
eastern India that with its rich architectural and cultural heritage, ideal destination for green
tourism and bylines of connectivity with South Asia demarcates an important part in signifying
India’s global role. Purther which the articles also transpires the role of G-20 towards attaining
inclusive growth through education and skilling for the reg

=-

on and the conntry altogether,

The Bi-Monthly also represents the ideals and pace of development taking place through the
Hor'ble Prime Minister's Gatl Shakei Plan that is deviced to expedite the connectivity. The write
up deliberates how Gati Shakti appreach iz fuelling the multi-modal transportations network

to gurge the trads activity and people to people connect throughout the eastern part of our
country,

Institute’s study had emphasized on the role of connectivity from various perspectives
be it infrastructnral or socio-cultural. Institute’s popular publications like the Indian Ocean
Civilization have flaunted the century old tradition of maritime trade across South and South
East Asi
that on the auspicious day of Earthik Purnima, full moon day Boita Bandana 1Le. a customary

as Indian Ocean iz regarded a: the preeminent maritime trade route. It vwas believed

practice of being worshipped by their families for their safety and fruitful trade. The zailors
vovaged to South East Asian countries like Myanmar, Thailand, Indonesia, Vietnam to initiate
trade and bring back goods. Even today the 2,300 vear old madition, a: believed of Boita
Bandaria— which means an argosy or a large sail boat and bandana iz worshipping with lighted
lamp 1s carried out in costal Odisha. The Odia artide therefore meticulonsly defines how even
in our moving tale of life the age old festival of Boita Bandana or Bali Yatra carried around this
time of the vear— the largest open trade fare gives a sustainable opportunity merchandize of all
types along with an occasion to associate over beliel and traditions over and over again. In the
fervor of festivities with a hope that all the Institute’s readers and followers are in the best of
their health, the team I5CS5 wishes happiness and prosperity of each and every one.

— Arindam Mukherjee, Director, 15C5, India




G20 AND EASTERN INDIA

Shri Laxmi Narayan Mallik*

India holds the Presidency of the G20 from December 1, 2022
to November 30, 2023 and the 18th G20 Summit of 2023 was
hield in a grand manner in New Delhi in September marking the
Brst-ever G20 summit hosted by the country.The theme of India’s
G20 Presidency — “VasudhatvaKutumbakam™ or “One Earth, One
Family, One Future” — is drawn from the ancient Sanskrit text of
the Maha Upanishad. Eszentially, the theme affirms the value of
all life — human, animal; plant, and microorganisms — and their
interconnectedness on the planet Earth and in the wider universe,

Indiz's 3-20 presidency with representation from world's most
powerful countries accounting for 85 % of the global GDP and
739% of global exports, has provided a platform for international
economic cooperation & alto an opportunity for Indis: It has
helped her to exercise greater influence on the global policies

8CTOSs economic, social; environmental; and digital sectors.

Viewed as a diplomatic milestone, the summit has proved
India's significant role in all aspects of the international arena,
India was successfully able to achieve consensns around the New
Delhi Declaration earlr on in the G20 Summit, besides foouzs on
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UN Sustainable Development Goals, climate action and

green development initatives, multilateral financing,
digital public infrastructure, artificial intelligence (A},
international taxation and envisioning India- Middle
East-FEurope Economic Corridor (IMEC)as a network
of transportation routes encompasting railvears and sea
lanes with the primary objective to promots economic
development by fostering integration between Asia, the
Arshian Gulf, and Europe. The outcomes of the Summit
vwere transformationsl and would contribute to the

rechaping of the global order in the decades ahead.

G20 and Eastern Indian States:

The Prime Alipister’s approach of Janbhagidar
involred broad sections of our sodety in the G20
programmes and activities. The 200 plus meetings in
60 cities represented an unprecedented footprint for
G20 events in the length & breadth of the countzv. As
a result, the Indian G20 Presidency was truly people-
centric and emerged as g nationzal endesvour,

Starving from Konark to Nalanda, Eastern India's
architectural heritage took center stage at the Summit.
Az Presidentwelcomed the guests at a ceremonial dinner
at the Bharat Mandapam venue, a replica of the ancient
Nalanda University - a UNESCO World Heritage Site
- in Bihar formed the backdrop. One of the oldest
universitdes of the world, that reprezents an embrace of
diverszity; meritocracy; freedom of thought, collective
governance, aatonomy, and knowledge sharing, all
aligning with the core principles of democracy. A
beautiful image of the Sun Temple at Konark, Odizha
formed the backdrop when the Prime Minister greeted
G20 leaders before the start of the Swrmnmit at the Bharat
Mandapam. Built in the 13th century; the 5un Temple
at Konark, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, embodies
India's ancient wisdom, advanced civilization; and

architectural excellence.
Odisha:

G20 India's second Culture Working Group Mest
concluded in Bhubaneswar with 2 holistic wision
to work towards a collective sustainable future and
universal well-being, The theme of the meeting that
commenced from May 14-17 veas ‘culture unites all’ The

meeting highlighted the four priority areas of India's

(520 Presidency that focus on cultural diversity, creadve
economy, preservation of cultural heritage, and digital

transformation in cultural space.

The Delegates visited the Udavagini and Fhandagini
caves dating back to the lst century, the architectural
design of double-storeved caves with sculptural
embellishments and Brahmi inscriptions, the Gandhi
Psace Centre in Bhubanesirar to see the digital-interactve
musenm that narrates the story of Bapu through nevr-age
technology;, the Kala Bhoomii, Odisha Crafts Museum in
Bhubaneswar which celebrates the rich craftsmanchip of
the Indian artizans by putting on display their breath-
taking masterpieces.

The 3rd meeting of the Education Working Group was
held in Bhubanesvar from April 27-28; 2023. A special
exhibition on the theme of “Future of Work™ vras organised,
where the activities were based on the vision that there
thould be vnidespread deliberations and effective outreach
in every district on the emerging skilling requirements and
the need for contimuous skilling, reskilling and up-sklling
1o prepare the youth by equipping them wwith relevantskills,
speed, and agility. It emphasized 2 coordinated approach to
prioridze reforms, reimagine learning, redefine talent and
at the same time create frameworks for preparing social,

political, and business leaders for future of work.

As part of TJanbhagidari, month long events
commenced in the state of Odisha during April such ag,
Quiz contests, Essay competitions, Declamation contests,
Tuvabamvad etc. Seminars have been organized on
arious topics related to Future of Work like workshop
on drone application in agriculture, future of robotics,
climate change impact on livestock productivity, furure
of chemical engineering, decarbonisation, zluminiam
production, etc. Students from schools, [Tls, Polvtechnics,
colleges including engineering colleges and beneficiaries of

Jan ShikshanSansthan (JS5) participated in these events.

As the state of Odisha has a significant tribal population,
a zpecial focus was also on Tribes of Oditha and their
product: by showcasing during warious events and
programmes. As 2023 15 the international year of Millets,
food festival wherse millets and local cutsines were served
to introduce the G20 delegates and participants to India’s
traditienal food.




West Bengal:

The 2nd Tourism Working Group meeting was held
at Siliguri/Darjeeling from lst-3rd April 2023. The
desper and broad aspects of five priorities of Tourism
Working Group; viz; Green Tourizm, Digitalization;
Skills, Tourism MSME:, Destination Management were
discussed. A Side Fvent on ‘Adventure Tourism as a
vehicle for achieving Sustainable Development (Goals’
in wwhich seven North-sastern states gave presentations

on adventure Tourism.

As part of Janbhagidari and aimed at highlighting
vast tourism-potential of the region, GI0 delegates
fagged-off 2 Himalsyan Drive Car Rallv in Siliguri,
visited the historic Makaibari Tea Estate in Kurseong,
the world’s first teg factory fortea tasting and moonlight
tea leaf pludang experience and alio experienced a
ride of the famous Darjeeling Himalayan Railway (Toy
Train), a UNESCO World Heritage site from Ghuom;
India’s highest ratlway station (altdtude of 2,238 meters)

to Batazia Loop.

The first 'Global Partnership for Financial Inclusion’
meeting of the G20 was held in Kolkata in January. The
thres-day meeting focussed on the principle: of digital
firancial inclusion, remittance costs and SME finance
gvailability. It also featured symposiums, exhibittons
and a domestic outreach programme on digital
financial literacy iovolving over 1,800 students from
various schools. The State got a chance to promote West
Bengal as an ideal destination for investment befors the

representatives of the member countries.

The third and final meeting of G20 Anti-Corruption
Working Group ( ACWG) vwas held from 9 to 11 August
2023 in Kolkata, Over 154 delezates from G20 Members,
10 invitee various international

courtries, and

organizations attended the meeting.
Tharkhand:

The G20 summit’s working group meeting in
Banchi, Tharkhand, wwaz a remarkable event for the state
by providing new Impetus to the immense possibilities
of development in Jharkhand. The two day programme
in March included the Research & Innovation Inmitiative

(RIIG) excallent

Gathering

which provided an

opportunity for the State to showcaze its innovative ideas
and potentials for progress. A visit to Patratu Lake Resort
and Shilpgram fair showcased the rich tribal culture and
tradition of Tharkhand.

Tharkhand iz one of the eight states in the counuty
through which the Tropic of Cancer paszes. Following
the principles of 'One Sun, One Gnd', electricity can
be generated on a large scale through szolsr energy in
Tharkhand. The climate and geographical location of
Tharkhand are considered sumtable for soler and wand

EnETEY.

The tourizsm industry can prove to be another
untapped resource for Jharkhand. The state haz hundreds
of picturesque places like the hills of Netarhat, the
luxurious resort of Pamam, temple towns of Dieoghar
Parasnath-and Rajrappa, and numerous waterfills, which
can become a centre of attracton for domestic az well
az foreign touristz, The G-20 summit provided a golden
opportunity to levérage the unique strengths of [harkhand
for inclusive development and to accelerate the slow pacs

of development.
Bihar:

Along with the heads of government mesting in Delhi
on the adcazion of the G20 swmmit, the decade-cld Bihar
Muzeum hosted an art biennale, voth artists from all thoze
countries participating.The “History of Chvilization”
exhibition evoked a Zense of memory, exploring ideas of
identity and roots. It included representation of the states
rich history through artefacts in terracotta, bronzs, stones
and manuscripts. Pataliputra, the old name of Patiza, waza
place where art and cultural glory thrived, and the region
was the centre of education. The exhibit underscored what
the history of the region stood for — a seat of power that
reflects the ploralistic natute of India where all religions
existed side by side; Buddhism, Jainizm, Sikhizm, Hinduism
and [slam. The exhibits prezented a non-Furocentric
approach through the selection of countries like Nepal,
Costa Rics, Panama, Terael, Thatland and Russia. It was a
great opportunity for Bihar, vwhich has a glorious past and
a rich cultural heritage, to showcase itz soft power.

The Labour20 Summit held in Painz in June, resolved
for a multlateral mechanizm among G20 member states
and other associated conntries on the portability of zocial




security benefitz, The summit was attended by trade
union leaders as well as experts on labour from 28
countries, along with representatives from Indian trade

nnions.

Andhra Pradesh:

Andhra Pradesh hosted the meeting of the G-20
Summit Working Group Committee in Vizakhapatnam
on March 28 and 2% in a prand manner in which the
representatives from G20 member countries, the

uropean Union, multilateral development banks, and
international organisations took part. The meeting
discussed the various facets of future-ready urban
infrastructure, propelling urban ecomomic growth;
financing foture infra, increasing private financing
and participation, etc. The sessions also threw light
on environmentally sustainable and energy-efficien
ifrastricture and reducing social imbalances in the

crties.

The the Andhra Pradesh

government the opportunity to promote the State

provided

simmit

global imvestment destination by highlighting the

a: a
advantages of imvesting in the State. The povernment could
showeaze Visakhapatnam as one of the beantiful tourist
destinations with its historical sites, museums, pristine
beaches, Dutch cemeteries, and Buddhist cireuits and
crafts of the region. The

(320 meeting was also preceded by various Janbhagidari

the tribal art and culture, and

inttiatives, like model G20 :cessions 1 schools, G20

Marathon and & two-day regional workshop on "How cities

can leverags private finance.

The G20 summit provided an opportunity 1o the states
of Eastern India to showcase their inherent strength for
inclusive growth and untapped potentials and redefine

their
§ LIEY |

definitely help to resobe the challenges prevalent in the

narrative on the global stage. The summit will

region by several ways like global attention, infrastructure

development, tourism boost, knowledge sharing,
improving cultural ties, etc. The real wwork begin: novw as
the commitments are to be implemented with involvement

f all stake-holders in right sarnest to ensire ther lead to

real, positive change for the people of the region.

EAMSCHTE

D



G20 AND THE INITIATIVES TAKEN IN THE FIELD OF EDUCATION

Dr. Smita Bhasker *

"Education tz not only the foundation upow which ouwr

civilization has been built but it s also the architect of husmanity s

Frture"

- PM Shri Narendra Modi

The G20 ininative for education al:o known as the
education working group of the G20 vas establizhed to address
global education challénges. The G20 initiative for education
was launched as part of the G20 summit process. It gained
momentum during the 2017 G20 summit held in Hamburg,
Germany with a focus on achieving inclusive and equitable
quality education for all .The initiative aimed to promote
dizlogue and cooperation among G20 member countries and

relevant staleholders to address pressing education izsues.

The education worling groups under the past G20
presidencies have focused on strenpthenming educational
svetems by making therm more indusive, accessible an
innovative, The focus area of the initiatives typically includes:

Quality Education: the role of sducation in achieving
sustainable and incusive growrth:

Direamstime



Girls Education: aiming to address gender disparities
in education:

Digital Education: this efforts to bridge the digital
divide, promote digital literacy and harness technology
for education access;

Vocational and Technical Education: G20 Nations
have supported vocational and technical educational
their

addressing the skills gap and promoting employability;

programs: acknowledging importance 1in

Education for Sustainable Development: G20
haz shown commitment to integrating education for
sustainable development into national curricula and
policies, recognizing the importance of environment
education;

Education Financing: G20 ha: discussed wars to
finance education initatives and reduce bharriers to

accessing education, especially in developing countries,

It also addresses iszues like teacher training,
educational poverty; universal guality education and
contnuity of learning in times of crizsis. G20 members
have shared their experience: of dealingwith disruptions
and learning losses by adoption of innovative methods
of teaching learning especially during the Covid 19
Pandemic. Such iszues have been dizcuszed under the

previous G20 presidencies.
Harbinger of Positive Change

With India taking the ‘presidency of 2023 G20
sumumit, it aims to work together with G20 countries
to bridge gap: in guality education and skilling. The
theme of the 2023 G20 summit "One Earth One Family
One Future "rezonates with India’s ancient belief that
the world iz one family in order to find solutions to the

common challenges that the planet is facing,

Indis proposes to build on and carry forvward the
deliberations held under past presidencies and address
theproblemsthatare preventing the full transformation,
potential of ‘education from being realized. In line
with thiz spirit priority areas have been identified for
deliberation that will serve to identify and addres:
major problems that ate being encountered by learners

across the world preventing education from becoming

an effective tool for improving lives,

In line with the above approach the following four

priority iszues have been identified for deliberation in the

G20 education working group meet:

Ensuring Foundational Literacy and Numeracy
especially in the context of blended learning -

The G20 members stated that foundational learning
(literacy, numeracyand socio emotional skillz) is the critical
building block for successful education; emplovment, and
lifelong learning. It has sought to ensure more squitable
access to quality early childhood and pre-school education
and resource: to all population segments such az children
with disabiliies and individuals from minority groups.
[ndia has developed "JaaduiPitara" a play based learning
tezching material for children of 3 to & years age group at

the foundational stage of education.

Making

gualitativeand collaborative at every level —

tech-enabled learnming more imclusive,

Many G20 member countries and guest sconomies
have placed digital equity at the foremost of their vizion
and goals, gearing recent policies and decisions towards
tech - ensbled teaching and learning acrowe all education

levels to blend online and in-person methods,
Building Capacities, promoting life-long Learning-

The highlighted areas are post-sacondasry sducation,
offering skill based Certificate, Diploma, undergraduate
and post graduate programs, trainings in the context of
Future of Work.

Strengthening Rescarch, promoting Innevation
through richer collaboration and partnerships —

Today global and National Universitr acrogs the G20
collasborate and participate actively in the pooling of
scientific resources #cross academic units and institutions
withinthe G20 countries governments-and regional blodks
have encouraged increaszing levels of research investment

and address the need for Innovatons.

Hence, India ha: shown the zignificant progress in
driving the education agenda forvard, surpassed previous
efforts.

The G20 summit provided targeted gender respomnsive
support to low performing students from dizadvantaged
backgrounds and students with special education nseds




and thoze at nizk of falling behind. Providing all yvoung

people with high level of cognitive quality education

and timely carser puidance,

The need to adept and use new e-learning
provide  quality
the order of the

dar. Several initiatives taken by the Government in this

innovatively with an objectve to

education with better governance is

directon like “Study Webs of Actve-learning for Young
Aspinng Minds) or "Svrayam an online platform that
hosts all courzes from Clazz 9 to the post-graduate leval
and enables students to learn remotely while focussing
on access, equity and guality which has over 34 million
enrolments and more than 2000 coursesthe Digital
Infraztructure for Knowledge Sharing’ or "Diksha
Portal' aiming to: deliver zchool education through
distance learning wwhich has witnessed over 137 million
courze completions zo far have become very effective

learning tools.

In recent vears, education has emerged as a critical
component of India’s G20 agenda, underscoring its
commitment to shaping a brighter and more equitable
future foritscitizens contributing to global development.
In thiz comprehensive overview, we will debie into the
multifaceted role of education in India's G20 agenda

significance, challenges, and the initiative

exploring its
that India ha: undertsken to make education a kev

driver of itz economic and social progress.

Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
emphasized that foundation literacy formsa strong base

Our Prime

for the vouth and India is combining it +ith technology,
He highlighted the ™Wadonal initiative for proficisncy in
reading with understanding and numeracy’ or "Nipun-
Bharat' initiatve by the government and expresssd
happiness that foundational hiteracy and numerscy has
been identified asa priority by G20 az well

According to Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, Union
Minister for Educstorn snd Skl Development &
Entrepreneurshipthe collaborative action under G20

India Presidency has transcended beyvond the Ministerial

engagement and has witnessed participation from

5.7

3.2 core stakeholders spread across school education,
higher education & zkill ecosystem.Janbhagidari events
were organized under the leadership of the Ministrv of
Education in all states and UTz All the autonomous bodies
such as KendrivaVidyalavaSangathan, NavodavaVidyalaya,
NCERT, CBSE

participated in conductng various kinds of activities to

and state governments are getively
create awareness onFundamentzl Literacy and Numeracy
(FLIN)

innovation and adaptability in education systems: and G20,

and recognizing its importance in fostering

Education must transcend geopolitical boundaries. We
must collectivelr ensare that gll the children and vouth of
the wworld benefit from holiztic education and are equipped
with 21st century skills,

“Imvesting in cducation and skilling is investing in

the progress of Humanity™

entioying mgsoal propramme g

VisttoTs

L b B e e
propromeme a¢ Central Park, Copnaght Place during WDAC G20 Flowe

A i B AT,
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GATI SHAKTI — THE SPEED OF INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT.

Chinmoy Swain *

Infrastructure is the pathiwvay of development on which
countries have treaded to their glory of development,
transforming their economic prosperity and well-being of
citizens, For example the USA after the World War 2 South
Asian Countries in early nineties and China in the decades
from 2001 to 2020s ,All these countries have wimessed
phenomenaltransformation on thebackdrop of rapid, efficient
and planned Infrastructure development covering almost all
zectors be 1t Highwavs; Ports, Railvways, Afrports, Telecom or
Digital infrastructure . Now the decade of India has arrived
and to seize the opportunity a coordinated, structured
with speed and force impetus towsards overall economic
development iz required, for giving the desired push and to
speed up theprogress Gatl Shalkt was born, exactly two vears
ago on 13th October 2021 a vision ofour Honorable Prime
Mianizter Modi.

Why Infrastructure development iz so crucial for
econommic progress of a country it is because of the mulaplier
effects that resulted throughthis infrastructive spending. Not
only does an infrastructure project contribute immediately

Direamstime



through imcressed demand for labour, construction

materialsete., but also through the second order effects
of improved connectivity that brings along with it viz:
Good: & People will move faster between destinations
speeding up the economic activities. Thiz entails the cost
of logistics to come down. Studies by the Reserve Bank
of India and the National Institate of Public Finance
and Policy have estimated the muldplier for these
infra development is in tune of between 2.5-3.50x. This
means, for every rupes spent in creating infrasoructure,
GDP gains worth Rs. 2.5-3.5 timez. Hence if this
infrastructure spending becomes coordinated, targeted,
planned and expeditious then the same will speed up
the wheel of economic progress which iz what PM
GatiShakti programmeaims for,

Prime Minister launched PM (Gan Shakt - National
Mazter Plan for Multi-modal Connectivity, essentizally
including

Rathwayvzand Roadyrays together for integrated planning

a digital platform to bring 16 Ministries

and coordinated implementation of infrastructure
connectivity projects. The mult-modal conpectivity
will provide integrated and seamles: connectivity for
movement of people. goods and service: from one
mode of transport to anothen It will facilitate the first
and last mile connectivity of infrastructure.

Infrastructure development 13 always a holistic
approach, e.g. once a road is built then for laying gas or
power underground cables if it is dug after being made
not only the expenses /damages will go up but also will
surely creste discomfort/disturbances to the intended
user community. Soa holistic development taking care
of all related concerned departmentsat planning and
execution stage iz ahvavs useful and desirable. Same
i for obtaining clearance and finding the optimal
zolution & coordinated effort by bringing all related
ministries under one platform is alvways helpful. Which

the PM Gatl Shaki Programmeis trving to do.

PM Gati Shakti is based on the following

principles:

core

Comprechensiveness: It will include all the existing

and planned initiatives of varions Ministries and
Department: with one centralized porial. Each and
every Department will now have isibility of each

other's activities providing critical data while plannin

& execution of projects in & comprehensive manner,

Prioritization: Through this, different Dlepartments
will be able to prioritize their projects through cross-

sectorial interactions.

Optimization: The MNational DMaster Plan will
assist different ministries in planning for projects after
identification of critical gaps. For the transportation of
the goods from one place to another, the plan will help in
selecting the most optimum route in terms of time and

COZL.
Synchronization: Individual Ministries and
Department: often work in silos. There iz lack of

coordination in planning
project resulting in delays; PM Gati Shako will help in
svnchronizing ths activities of each department, as well as

and implementation of the

of different layers of governance, in a holistic manner by

ensuring coordination of work betyreen them.

Analytical: The plan will provide the entire data at
one place with GIS based spatial planning and analytical
tools having 200+ layers, enabling better visibilitv to the

executing agency.

Dynamic: All Minisiries and Departments will now
be able to visualize, review and monitor the progress of
cross-gactorial projects, through the GIS platform, az the
satellite imagery will give on-ground progress periodically
and progress of the projects will be updated on a regular
basiz on the portal. It will help in identifiing the wital

interventions for enhancing and updating the master plan.

Novw Eastern India is a Region with Potential under Gati
Shakri and will be benefitted handsomelw

Eastern India is & region known for ifs rich cultural
heritage, diverse natural resources with a sizable population.
Comprising states such az West Bengal, Bikar, Tharkhand,
Odizha, and the north-sastern states, this region has the
potential to emerge 2= an economic powerhouse, Hovever,
inadequate infrastructure, logiztical bottlenecks, and

connectivity issues have impeded its progress for decades.
Impact on Eastern India

Impreved Connectivity: (Gati Shakti has brought about
a significant Improvement in connectivity within Eastern
India. The development of Eastern dedicated freight
corridors; expressways, and upgrades to existing road and
rail networks have reduced travel imes and transportation
costz. This, in turn, has made the region more atiractive for

bizsinesses and investors.




Enhanced Trade Opportunitics: Eastern Indiz has
several major ports like Kolkata, Haldiz, and Dhamraé:
Paradip, which will play a crucial role in trade. Gat
Shakti's focus on improving port connectivity and
modernizing logistics infrastructure has led to a surgein
trade activity: Eastern India is novw better positioned to
tap into international trade routes, boosting economic

growth.

Industrial Growth: The improved transportation
infrastructure has attracted industries to the region.
Biharf Odisha, for insténce, has seen increased interest
from manufacturing companies due to its strategic
location and improved connectivity, This has led to job

creation and sconomic development in the stats,

Agricultural Development: Eastern Indiz s
predominantly agrarian, and efficient transportation 1s
vital for the agriculturs sector, (Gatl Shakti is investment
in rural road connectivity has helped farmers access
markets more easnly, reducing post-harvest logse: and

icreasing their income.

Tourism Boost: The north-eastern states of India,
part of Eastern India, have immense tourism potential.
Improved transportation infrastructore has made

it easter for tourists to visit the region, boosting the

tourism indostry and generating revenue for the local
£COIONY.
Urbanizationand Smart Citics: Gati Shakti'sintegrated

mg as well, Several

approach extends to wurban plans
cities in Fastern India, like Kolkata and Bhubanesucar,
are undergoing transformations into smart cities. Thess
initiatives are aimed at Improving the quality of life for
rezidents and attracting businesses.

Challenges and the Way Forward

While Gati

changes, many challenge: remain e.g. Land acquisition,

Shakt has brought -sbout positive

environmental concerns, and project execution delays are
some of the hurdles thet need to be addreszed. Additionally,
the region needs to focus onm :ldll development and
education to fulbr harness the benefits of infrastructure
development.

Conclusion

Gati Shakti iz a visionary initiative that iz reshaping the
landscape of Eastern India. The program's emphasis on
seamless connectivity and integrated logistics is unlodking
the region's true potential. With continued investment and
concerted efforts to address challenges, Eastern India can
look forveard to sustained economic growth, job creation,
and improved living standards, ultimately contributing

significantly to India's development story.
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