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The Institute of Social and Cultural Studies(ISCS) hosted an International Conference on 
BIMSTEC : A Driving Force Behind Neighborhood Cooperation” The organized event in 
collaboration with The Ministry of External Affairs(MEA) at Kolkata was an assemblage 
of eminent academicians, policy makers and civil society actors. The deliberations and 
correspondences highlighted how the Eastern Part of India could become a driving force 
for the Act East as well as BIMSTEC.As the region  has an efficiency to serve as a liaison of 
connectivity between the North East as well as the Bay of Bengal. Facilitating an inclusive 
growth for the trade, commerce, business, economy through the region altogether. The 
ideas also surfaces the importance of Purvodaya  which as a regional policy with Eastern 
stem cell  gives a reassurance to emerge as a mediator of alliance between the Act East 
and the Bay of Bengal initiatives- connecting the landlocked North Eastern belt with 
coastal areas in multiple ways. The article on “Purvodaya Rises as Nodal Operator for 
BIMSTEC Nations” would highlight the factors as in how Eastern India through the 
concept of Purvodaya can  be subsumed as a vital  tunnel of connectivity  for the nation 
itself

The other articles would also define about the arenas on inland waterways, role 
of  IT and digitization to enable the substantial connectivity with Purvodaya with its 
neighbourhood. The segment on events and activities gives a glimpse of the important 
International conferences hosted with Ministry of External Affairs on BIMSTEC in March 
2023 to discuss how the sub-regional policy addressing key issues like connectivity,food 
security, climate change along with social and cultural synthesis across South and South 
East Asia.

Institute through its Chapter on “Purvodaya” have deliberated on important issues, 
history and regional perspectives since its establishment. The  Purvodaya Diary on 2023-
2024 for the institute holds more important initiatives in terms of events and publications 
with viewpoints and themes of  Asian, local and regional context to encourage a 
constructive policy designing and implementation blueprints for Purvodaya to sustain 
growth and greater engagements with its Eastern neighbourhood.

— Arindam Mukherjee, Director, ISCS, India
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Arindam Basu* The recently concluded two-day BIMSTEC Conference in The City of Joy 
emphasized the role that Kolkata could play in making the Act East policies 
successful. 

The meet titled BIMSTEC: 25 Years of Driving Force behind Neighbourhood 
Cooperation Conference saw Honorable Minister of State, Ministry of 
External Affairs, Mr. Rajkumar Ranajan Singh, after inaugurating the meet, 
say: “Kolkata is strategically one of the most prominent cities of India and 
for promotion of East and Act East policy Kolkata should be the prime area. 
In the opinion of many experts it should be the regional head to lead the Act 
East policy.”

Multimodal connectivity has been a major thrust of BIMSTEC nations. 
It is essential for connecting intermediate and final production centres with 
markets across the BIMSTEC countries. This could be done by facilitating 
freight movement and lowering freight costs, reducing travel time, lowering 
cost per tonnage, or both. Kolkata has the positional vantage to lead the 
connectivity being both the storage and clearing point.

Dr. Constantino Xavier, Research Fellow, Centre For Social and Economic 
Progress, CSEP, New Delhi, began his speech, stating: “I start today by proposing 
that Kolkata should actually also strive to become connectivity capital. This 
is traditionally a city that has been deeply tied to the Bay of Bengal, to the 

Purvodaya Rises as Nodal Operator for BIMSTEC Nations

The conference was inaugurated by  Shri Rajkumar Ranjan Singh (MOS), MEA, GOI along with Amb. Tenzin Lekphell, Secretary General 
BIMSTEC, Secretariat Dhaka and Shri Arindam Mukherjee, Director, ISCS, India.
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Himalayas, to the Eurasian hinterland, to the Indian 
Ocean region, to Southeast Asia and East Asia. 

So certainly, this is if not one among, but certainly 
deep, most propitious place for us to discuss connectivity. 
And hopefully Kolkata can reclaim that role that has 
played historically over centuries in millennia as a 
connectivity hub for Asia.”

“We are reversing gears in this region and we are 
now not only building connectivity, but we actually 
trying to correct the connectivity gaps that have been 
built and deepened over decades. In the 1950s, 1960s, 
1970s, 1980s, 1990s, for 40 to 50 long years, the entire 
world was focused on interdependence, connectivity, 
and regions coming together. In this region, the exact 
reverse happened from the 1950s until the 1990s by any 
absolute indicator of connectivity interdependence, the 
region was coming apart. 

South Asia, if you want to call the Bay of Bengal 
region was coming apart. Not only was there a lack 
of investment in managing connectivity, there was 
actually investment in building barriers to connectivity, 
in building border fences and disconnecting trade, 
in hindering mobility between these countries in 
the region, the so-called BIMSTEC region or Bay of 
Bengal region. So, you were reversing, you were going 
against the trend of history. And that is the legacy of 
dysconnectivity,” he said indicating that Kolkata could 
act as the untangling point of this legacy of disconnect 
by driving development being a nodal centre for 
BIMSTEC.

For countries like Bhutan and Nepal, which are 
landlocked nations without access to the sea or inland 
ports, Kolkata could be crucial entry-exit point. Not 
only that Kolkata could also be the important centre 
connecting North East India through land via North 
Bengal and water via Bangladesh thereby exploiting the 
potential of the region. And this could result in greater 
economic rewards based on greater regional connectivity. 
Around 400 million people live in the four coastal states 
adjacent to the Bay of Bengal, namely Andhra Pradesh, 
Orissa, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal. Kolkata could take 
the lead in connecting India’s landlocked North Eastern 
States, re-establishing the long-lost connectivity with 
the Bay of Bengal and critically enhancing the region’s 
development and welfare prospects.  

In keeping with the idea, Dr. Sanjeev Ranjan, 
Chairman, National Shipping Board, said: “The 
BIMSTEC for the purpose of strengthening regional 

solidarity and transport connectivity has been active and 
thanks to that we have a master plan in place which has 
been accepted which gives the detail. We have a clear master 
plan which covers areas of road transport, railways, ports, 
inland waterways and it also very familiarly touches upon 
the need for multi model connectivity and promoting ease 
of doing business and making transaction simpler and also 
the need for developing human resource.”  

The Kolkata edition also marked the 25th anniversary of 
BIMSTEC that threw up several important issues including 
the promotion of Millet Diplomacy to ensure food security 
in the region and how East and North East of the country 
could become leaders in diplomatic strategy for the region. 

Mr. Rajkumar Ranajan Singh said, “This is the Year of the 
Millet and our Prime Minister has given much importance 
to it. This is a climate resilient crop and its nutrition value 
is very high. Let us hope that food deficiency by way of 
cultivation and popularization of millet can be addressed. 
It grows in all geographic condition and needs less water. 
So let us promote it and see how far it goes to solve the 
problem of food security.” 

In the technical session on climate change, Mr Sangay 
Wangdi, Researcher, Centre for Bhutan and GNH Studies 
(CBS), expressed his concern about the growing climate 
hazard in the region. He said: "The problem we are facing 
is that, the areas which are cold are becoming colder and 
the areas which are hot are getting hotter.”

Wangdi warned that the result of this climate change 
could bring with it a host of problems like sea level 
rise, extreme weather conditions, glacial lake outburst, 
vulnerable agriculture sector, ecosystem and economic loss 
and final vulnerable health conditions. 

Echoing the same sentiments, Dr Yogesh Gokhale, 
Senior Fellow and Area Convenor, Centre for Forest 
Management and Governance Land; Resources Division, 
The Energy and Resource Institute, said: "Adaptation, 
inducing climate resilience and mitigation- need to 
be developed and implemented at regional level. All 
BIMSTEC member countries have nature based solution 
as a major approach committed as climate actions under 
Paris Climate Agreement. "

Food Security of the region was also another major 
point of discussion. Prof Sachin Chaturdevi, DG, Research 
and Information System for Developing Countries (RIS) 
said: “The GDP is growing with each passing day. The 
expansion is going high by 2.66 times. We have also noticed 
an economic expansion in per capita income in large 
number. A lot of efforts have been made in terms of food 
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 *Former Sports Journalist and Currently Senior Faculty Sister Nivedita University &  
Senior Research Associate, ISCS, India

value chain and agriculture. The main factor which we 
should keep in mind and aim should be to promote the 
knowledge of eco farming, reduce the cost of cultivation 
and farming.”

Dr. Herath Manthrithilake, Emeritus Scientist, 
International Water Management Institute (IWMI) Sri 
Lanka, talking on the subject said: “It is important to 
talk about the wastage of food and food nutrition. I have 
no doubt in saying that out food system has changed. 
The western diet culture has turned our food habit into 
being more weighted and measured rather than valued 
and enjoyed.” 

Speaking at the meet for increasing people to 
people connect, Prof. Jigme Nidup, Assistant Professor, 

Norbuling Rigter College, Royal University of Bhutan, said: 
" Bringing up BIMSTEC university is something we can 
think as a long-term plan. This can help bring up a joint 
collaboration and research project between neighboring 
countries."

The idea of sports forming an integral part of this 
connect was also a point of discussion. The need of the 
hour was the formation of a common sports policy; 
regular sporting exchanges; holding each other develop 
sports; include sports as an important subject of nation 
building and create a new sporting frontier for the world 
to see—like BIMSTEC Games. It can open several doors 
like tourism, business industry and thus push bilateral and 
multilateral relations. 
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Aruna Kumar Mohapatra * The Indian Information Technology Industry has made rapid strides and 
assumed greater heights during the last couple of decades. IT companies 
across the globe have preferred to make their presence in India. The industry 
has grown manifold creating huge job opportunities tapping the skilled 
youth power and adding to the economic growth and development of the 
country. Share of IT sector to the India’s GDP has considerably increased.
India aspires to become a knowledge economy with a global role. The Indian 
economy has achieved a growth rate of around 8 % over the last decade, and 
the contribution of IT Sector to this growth is significant.

Keeping pace with the expansion of IT sector at the national level, Odisha, 
the Sunrise state in Eastern India is fast emerging as a leading industrial hub 
in the country. The State has undergone remarkable changes and transformed 
itself as the center of growth by adopting and experimenting innovative 
ideas and entrepreneurship. Odisha government has enhanced spending on 
Information Technology and Digital Initiative. About Rs. 356 crore has been 
earmarked for expenditure in the Electronics and IT sector in the 2023-24 
state budget which clearly spells out the priority of the State government to 
the Information Technology,

Odisha, famous for its rich mineral resources, a long coastline stretching 
more than 480 kilometers with three operational sea ports, widespread road 

ODISHA: AN EMERGING STATE IN IT
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connectivity including 5762 km of National and 4100 km 
of State Highways, excellent infrastructure and skilled 
human resources have created a conducive environment 
for the growth and expansion of IT sector. And it’s 
because of the aforementioned supportive climate, one 
can see the presence of IT majors in the State. Way back 
in 1996, Infosys preferred the State capital for setting up 
its first offshore development center outside Karnataka. 
Apart from Infosys, IT majors like TCS, WIPRO, Tech 
Mahindra, Mindtree Capgemini, Black Knight Inc. and 
more than hundred IT companies and startups have 
made it a vibrant destination.

Odisha offers a robust infrastructural support for IT 
sector. The State has set up SEZs, namely Infocity and 
Infovalley on the outskirt of Bhubaneswar. Infovalley 
campus spreads over a vast stretch of 750 acres of land. In 
addition, the State has 10,000 acres available land bank 
to house all the IT, Electronic Hardware Manufacturing 
(EHM). IT towers and four Incubation Centers in 
collaboration with STPI at Bhubaneswar, Berhampur, 
Balasore and Rourkela and above all power and telecom 
infrastructure have all spurred IT investors.

For any type of growth, skilled manpower is essential 
and in Odisha it is abundantly available. The State 
houses 800 plus technical colleges and 600 plus ITIs 
from which 47,000 plus students pass out every year. 
The State has set up India’s first World Skill Center to 
train the future work force.

The State government has taken several laudable 
steps in leveraging the use of technology to reform 
government functioning as well. One such initiative in 
this direction is OSWAS (Odisha Secretariat Workflow 
Automation System) which has made offices paperless 
in the Secretariat and Directorates. GOSWIFT and 
GOPLUS are single window portals which act as 
facilitation mechanism for investors concerning various 
services needed throughout the functioning of the 
projects. Government has also implemented IT based 
mineral administration.

Odisha is one of the major states contributing to 
the Nation’s economy through IT. Software exports 
from the State have touched to above Rs. 7500 crores 
per annum. It is recording consistent growth over the 
years. Because of the enabling environment created 
by the State government for the growth of IT sector, 

many big players have started to invest and establish Data 
Centers in the State. Recently, Honorable CM of Odisha 
has inaugurated IBM’s Client Innovation Center (CIC) at 
O-Hub, Chandaka Industrial Estate in the State capital. The 
CIC will have a capacity of 500 employees as the company 
is poised to expand its arena of operation to carter to the 
needs of the global clients outside India. Not only will it 
create opportunities for the existing employees but also 
help in harnessing young talents from the educational 
ecosystem in Odisha.  Thus while established IT majors 
have their projects in the State, international organization 
like IBM has moved to the State

The new IT policy 2022 is another endeavor on the part 
of the State government to boost confidence of investors 
and to catapult IT sector of Odisha to scale greater heights, 
unfolding greater opportunities and improvement in the 
lives of its citizens. This is a very comprehensive policy. 
Incorporating the features of State’s previous policies, it 
is significant in terms of the extent of incentives it offers. 
Among others, the policy offers incentives to encourage 
private initiatives to set up IT parks in the State. So 
much so, the Green field IT Park will avail capital subsidy 
amounting to 25% of its fixed capital investment subject to 
a ceiling of Rs. 20 crores. Of course, the policy has certain 
terms and conditions for such IT parks enshrining that 
such parks must dedicate 60% of their built-up area for 
IT units. The policy offers 100% reimbursement of stamp 
duty/ registration fee/ land conversion fee to support such 
projects. In addition, reimbursement of SGST on capital 
goods, etc. for execution of such projects for a period of 
three years or till the completion of the project whichever 
is earlier is another encouraging feature of the policy to 
motivate IT companies to invest in the State. Apart from 
the new IT policy, the State government has also formulated 
Data Center Policy, 2022 which also offers incentives in this 
regard. 

Thus, armed with the new IT policy and the Data Center 
Policy, the State government is expecting to get substantial 
investment proposals for its IT sector. The recently 
concluded MIO conclave has highlighted these congenial, 
proactive industry friendly policies transforming Odisha 
as the ultimate IT hub, particularly in the Eastern part of 
the country. Day is not far away when Odisha will be the 
leading destination for Information Technology in the 
country contributing sizably to its GDP.

 *OAS (Retd.), Bhubaneswar
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ଲକ୍ଷ୍ମୀ ନାରାୟଣ ମଲ୍ଲିକ,* ମାନବ ସଭ୍ୟତା ଗଢ଼ ିଉଠବିା ଦନିଠାରୁ ନଦୀ ଏକ ଜୀବନଦାୟୀ ପ୍ାକୃତକି ବରଦାନ ଭାବବ  
ମଣିଷକୁ ସହାୟତା ବ�ାଗାଇ ଆସଛି।ି ନଦୀ ଉପତ୍ୟକାବର ଅବନକ ସମଦୃ୍ଧ ସଭ୍ୟତା ଗଢ଼ ି
ଉଠଛି।ି ନଦୀଜଳ ମନୁଷ୍ୟର ପାନୀୟର ମଖୁ୍ୟ ଅବଲମ୍ବନ ବହବା ସହ କୃଷ,ି ଶଳି୍ପ, ବ୍ୟବସାୟ 
ବାଣିଜ୍ୟ, ଗହୃପାଳତି ପଶୁପକ୍ୀଙ୍କ ମଖୁ୍ୟ ଆଧାର ଏହପିର ିବଭିିନ୍ନ ଭାବବର ଆମମାନଙୁ୍କ ବସବା 
ପ୍ଦାନ କବର। ବକବଳ ବସତକି ି ନୁବହଁ,ସଡ଼କର ବକିାଶ ବହାଇ ନ ଥିବା ସମୟବର ଆନ୍ତଃ 
ନଦୀ ପରବିହନ ବ୍ୟବସ୍ା ଥିଲା ବ�ାଗାବ�ାଗର ମଖୁ୍ୟ ମାଧ୍ୟମ। ବକବଳ ଭାରତୀୟ ଜନଜୀବନ 
ନୁବହଁ, ସମଗ୍ର ପଥୃିବୀରଜୀବନ ଓ ଜୀବକିାର ଅବଲମ୍ବନ ବକ୍ତ୍ର ବହଉଛ ିନଦୀ ପ୍ଣାଳୀ।

ଏହ ସବ୍ୱେ ନଦୀ ପ୍ଣାଳୀ ଓ ଜଳପଥବର ବହୁପ୍ାକୃତକି ଓ ମନୁଷ୍ୟକୃତ ସମସ୍ୟା ମଧ୍ୟ ରହଛି ି
�ାହା ନଦୀ ଜଳର ଗୁଣବତ୍ା ହ୍ାସ କରବିା ସହ ସମ୍ପୂର୍ଣ୍ଣ ଅଞ୍ଚଳର ବଜୈବ ବବିଧିତାର ସରୁକ୍ା 
ଓ ସଂରକ୍ଣ ପ୍ତ ିପ୍ଶ୍ନବାଚୀ ସଷିୃ୍ କରୁଛ।ିଭାରତର ପ୍ମଖୁ ନଦୀମାବନ ନଜିର ଗତପିଥବର 
ବାଧାବଘି୍ନର ସମ୍ଖୁୀନ ବହଉଛନ୍।ିଦନିକୁ ଦନି ମନୁଷ୍ୟକୃତ ଆବଜଣ୍ଣନା ନଦୀ ଜଳକୁ ଭୟଙ୍କର 
ଭାବବ ପ୍ଦପୂଷତି କରବିା ସହ ଏହାର ଗଭୀରତାକୁ ପ୍ଭାବତି କରୁଛ।ିଶଳି୍ପାୟନ ବ�ାଗଁୁ ବଭିିନ୍ନ 
ରାସାୟନକି, ବଜୈବକି ବଜଣ୍ଣ୍ୟବସୁ୍ ବନିା ପ୍ବସସଂିବର ନଦୀକୁ ଛଡ଼ା�ିବା ଦ୍ାରା ଜଳ ଦପୂଷତି ବହବା 
ସହ ନଦୀ ଜଳକୁ ଶଳି୍ପ କା�ଣ୍ଣ୍ୟବର ଅନୟିନ୍ତତି ଢଙ୍ଗବର ବ୍ୟବହାର କରା�ାଉଥିବା ବ�ାଗଁୁ ଏହାର 
ବହୁମାତ୍ରାବର ଅପଚୟ ବହଉଛ।ି ବସହପିର ିବଦୁି୍ୟତ୍ ଉତ୍ାଦନ, ଜଳବସଚନ ପାଇଁ ବଡ଼ ବଡ଼ 
ଡ୍ୟାମ୍ ନମିଣ୍ଣାଣ କରା�ାଇ ନଦୀର ଗତପିଥ ବଦଳା �ାଉଛ।ି ଏଥିବ�ାଗଁୁ ମରୁଡ଼,ି ବନ୍ୟା ଭଳ ି
ପରସି୍ିତ ିସଷିୃ୍ ବହଉଛ।ି

ଜଳପଥ ପରଲିବହନ : ପୂରବବାଦୟ ବଲିକାଶର କଲିରଣ
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ନଦୀ ସଂବ�ାଗୀକରଣ, ନଦୀ ଜଳର ସ୍ୱଚ୍ଛତା ଓ ଶୁଦ୍ଧତା, ନଦୀ 
ଜଳପଥର ଗଭୀରତା ଓ ଚରିପ୍ବହମାନତା ନମିବନ୍ ବ�ାଜନାବଦ୍ଧ 
ବକିାଶଦ୍ାରା ଏସବୁ ଆହ୍ବାନର ମକୁାବଲିା କରା�ାଇପାରବି। ସମ୍ପ୍ରତ ି
ବଶି୍ୱର ବଡ଼ ବଡ଼ ଶକି୍ଶାଳୀ ବଦଶମାବନ ନଜି ନଜି ବଦଶର ନଦୀର 
ସରୁକ୍ା ପାଇଁ ଅବନକ ଦୃଷ୍ାନ୍ମପୂଳକ କା�ଣ୍ଣ୍ୟକ୍ରମହାତକୁ ବନଉଛନ୍।ି 
ପପୂବଣ୍ଣତନ ପ୍ଧାନମନ୍ତୀ ଅଟଳ ବହିାରୀ ବାଜବପୟୀଙ୍କ ଶାସନ 
ସମୟବର ଭାରତବର ନଦୀ ସଂବ�ାଗୀକରଣ ବ�ାଜନାକୁ ଗୁରୁତ୍ୱ 
ଦଆି�ାଇଥିଲା। ବତ୍ଣ୍ଣମାନର ପ୍ଧାନମନ୍ତୀ ନବରନ୍ଦ୍ର ବମାଦୀଙ୍କ ଗଙ୍ଗା 
ସବେଇ ଅଭି�ାନ ଏକ ଦୃଷ୍ାନ୍ମପୂଳକ ବ�ାଜନା କହବିଲ ଅତୁ୍ୟକି୍ 
ବହବନାହିଁ। 

 ଲଜଷିି୍କ ଦୃଷି୍ରୁ ଜଳପଥଗୁଡ଼କି ସଲୁଭ ଓ ପରବିବଶ ଅନୁକପୂଳ 
ଏବଂ ଅଧିକ ମିତବ୍ୟୟୀ ।ସମଗ୍ର ବଶି୍ୱବର ଅନ୍ବଦଣ୍ଣଶୀୟ ଜଳପଥକୁ 
ଇନ୍ଧନ ଅନୁକପୂଳ, କମଖର୍ଣ୍ଣ ସମ୍ନ୍ନ ଓ ପରବିବଶଅନୁକପୂଳ ବବାଲି 
ଗ୍ରହଣ କରା�ାଇଛ ି ଏବଂ ବପିୁଳ ସାମଗ୍ରୀ ପରବିହନ ବକ୍ତ୍ରବର 
ଜଳପଥ ଅତ୍ୟନ୍ ସବୁଧିାଜନକ ବବାଲି ବଚିାର କରା�ାଇଛ।ି 
ବରଳ ଓ ସଡ଼କ ପରବିହନ ତୁଳନାବର ଅନ୍ବଦଣ୍ଣଶୀୟ ଜଳପଥବର 
ସାମଗ୍ରୀ ପରବିହନ କରାଗବଲ କମ୍ ଖର୍ଣ୍ଣ ପଡ଼ବିା ସହ ପରବିବଶ 
ପାଇଁ �ବଥଷ୍ ସହାୟକ ବହାଇପାରବି।ଭାରତବର ଜଳପଥର 
ପରବିହନକୁ ଅବଦାନ ୬% ରହଛି ି�ାହା ବକିାଶଶୀଳ ବଦଶଗୁଡ଼କି 
ତୁଳନାବର କମ୍। ବକିଶତି ବଦଶବର ଏହ ିହାର ୧୦ ରୁ ୧୫% 
ଭଳ ିଉର୍ ସ୍ରବର ରହଛି।ି  ଭାରତବର ୧୪,୫୦୦ କବିଲାମିଟର ର 
ଆଭ୍ୟନ୍ରୀଣ ଜଳପଥର ଏକ ବଶିାଳ ବନଟୱାକଣ୍ଣ ଅଛ,ି ବ�ଉଁଥିବର 
ନଦୀ, ବକନାଲ, ବ୍ୟାକୱାଟର୍, ଶାଖାନଦୀ ଏବଂ ଉପନଦୀ ଅନ୍ଭୁଣ୍ଣକ୍ 
|ଏଠାବର ସପୂଚନାବ�ାଗ୍ୟ ବକନ୍ଦ୍ର ସରକାର ୱାଟର ବୱ ଆକ୍ଟ 
୨୦୧୬ ଅନୁ�ାୟୀ ବଦଶର ୧୧୧ଟ ି ଜଳମାଗଣ୍ଣକୁ ନ୍ୟାସନାଲ 
ୱାଟର ବୱ ବ�ାଷଣା କରଛିନ୍।ି ବତଣ୍ଣମାନ ସଦୁ୍ଧା ୨୪ଟ ିରାଜ୍ୟବର 
୫ଟ ିବଦି୍ୟମାନ ଜାତୀୟ ଜଳପଥ ଏବଂ ୧୦୬ଟ ିନପୂତନ ଜଳପଥକୁ 
ଜାତୀୟ ଜଳପଥ ବ�ାଷଣା କରା�ାଇ ସାରଛି,ି �ାହା ଜାତୀୟ 
ଜଳପଥର ବମାଟ ସଂଖ୍ୟାକୁ ୧୧୧କୁ ବନଇ�ାଇଛ ି । ଏସବୁ 
ମଧ୍ୟରୁ ୨୩ଟ ିଜଳପଥ ମାଲ ପରବିହନ ନମିବନ୍ ବ�ାଗ୍ୟ। ଜାତୀୟ 
ଜଳପଥ ପ୍କଳ୍ପର ଠକି ସମୟବର କା�ଣ୍ଣ୍ୟକାରୀ ବହବା ଏବଂ 
ଭାରତବର ଉନ୍ନତ ଜଳ ପରବିହନ ସନୁଶିି୍ତ କରବିା ପାଇଁ ଭାରତର 
ଜଳପଥ ଦାୟିତ୍ୱବର ଥିବା ଏକ  ଆଭ୍ୟନ୍ରୀଣ କତୃ୍ଣ୍ଣପକ୍ ଇନଲ୍ୟାଣ୍ଡ 
ୱାଟରବୱ ଅଥରଟି ି (IWAI) ଦାୟୀ। ଇନଲ୍ୟାଣ୍ଡଡ୍  ୱାଟରବୱଜ୍ 
ଅଥରଟି ିଅଫ୍ ଇଣି୍ଡଆ ଜଳପଥକୁ ପରବିହନର ଏକ ବଶି୍ୱାସବ�ାଗ୍ୟ 
ଓବାଣିଜ୍ିୟକ ଦୃଷି୍ବକାଣରୁ �ୁକି୍�ୁକ୍ ମାଧ୍ୟମ ଭାବବ ବକିଶତି 
କରବିାକୁ ବ�ାଜନା ରଖିଛ।ି ଏହ ିଜଳମାଗଣ୍ଣ ସମ୍ପୂର୍ଣ୍ଣ ଭାବବ କା�ଣ୍ଣ୍ୟକ୍ମ 
ବହବଲ ୬୦ହଜାରରୁ ଉଦ୍ଧଦ୍ଣ୍ଣ ବଲାକଙୁ୍କ ସ୍ାୟୀ ନ�ୁିକି୍ ମିଳବିାର 
ସମ୍ାବନା ରହଛି।ି ଏହ ିଜଳମାଗଣ୍ଣ ଦ୍ାରା ବ୍ୟବସାୟୀମାବନ ବଗାଟଏି 
ନଦୀରୁ ଅନ୍ୟ ନଦୀ ବଦଇ ବଦଶର ବଭିିନ୍ନ ରାଜ୍ୟବର ପହଞ୍ଚବିା 
ସହ ଭାରତ, ବାଂଲାବଦଶ, ଚୀନ, ବନପାଳ, ଭୁଟ୍ାନ, ମିଆାଁମାର, 
ଥାଇଲ୍ୟାଣ୍ଡ ସବମତ ଅନ୍ୟାନ୍ୟ ଦକି୍ଣ ଏସଆି ବଦଶଗୁଡ଼କି ମଧ୍ୟବର 
ବ୍ୟବସାୟ ଓ ଗମନାଗମନର ବାଟ ବଖାଲି�ିବ। ଜାତୀୟ ଜଳପଥର 

ନମିଣ୍ଣାଣ େଳବର ସ୍ୱଳ୍ପ ମପୂଲ୍ୟବର ପରବିହନ ଓ ଗମନାଗମନ ବହାଇ 
ପାରବି। େଳବର ଏହାର ପ୍ଭାବ ଉତ୍ାଦନର ବଜାର ମପୂଲ୍ୟ ଉପବର 
ସଧିାସଳଖ ପଡ଼ବି ଏଥିବର ସବଦେହ ନାହିଁ।

  ପ୍ଧାନମନ୍ତୀ ଗତଶିକି୍ ବ�ାଜନା ଆଧାରବର ସାଗରମାଳା 
ବ�ାଜନାବର ବଦଶର ବଦେରଗୁଡକିର ସବଣ୍ଣାଙ୍ଗୀନ ଉନ୍ନତ ି ଉପବର 
ଗୁରୁତ୍ୱ ଦଆି�ାଇ କାମ ବହଉଛ।ି ଏଥିବର ବମୌଳକି ଭିତ୍ଭିପୂ ମି ବକ୍ତ୍ରବର 
ଥିବା ସବୁ ଅଭାବ ଦପୂର କରା�ାଉଛ ି। ବଦେରର  ଭିତ୍ଭିପୂ ମି ବୃଦ୍ଧ ିପାଇଁ 
ସାଗରମାଳା ବ�ାଜନାବର ବଭିିନ୍ନ କା�ଣ୍ଣ୍ୟ କରା�ାଉଛ ି । ବସଥିବର 
ବଦେରର ଗଭୀରତା ବୃଦ୍ଧ,ି ନପୂଆ ବଥଣ୍ଣ ଓ ଟମମିନାଲ ନମିଣ୍ଣାଣ, ବରେଜଂି, ବୃହତ 
ଜାହାଜର ପ୍ବବଶ ପାଇଁ ଚାବନଲର ଗଭୀରତା ଓ ପ୍ଶସ୍ତା ବୃଦ୍ଧ,ି 
ମାବଲଦ୍ାବେଇ ଓ ଖଲାସ ପାଇଁ ଆଧୁନକି �ାନ୍ତକି ବ୍ୟବସ୍ାର ପ୍ବୟାଗ 
ଆଦ ିଅନ୍ଭୁଣ୍ଣକ୍ । ଏହ ିକା�ଣ୍ଣ୍ୟକ୍ରମବର ବଭିିନ୍ନ ବୃହତ ପ୍କଳ୍ପମାନ ନମିମିତ 
ବହଉଛ।ି ଏଥିବର ବଦେରର ଆଧୁନକିୀକରଣ, ବରଳ, ସଡକ ଓ 

ଜଳସଂବ�ାଗ ପଥ ର ଉନ୍ନତ,ି ନପୂଆ ଶଳି୍ପାଂଚଳ ପ୍ତଷି୍ା ସହ 
ବଦେରଭିତ୍କି ଶଳି୍ପାଂଚଳର ବକିାଶ, ବଗାଷ୍ୀ ଉନ୍ନୟନ, ଉପକପୂଳ ଜାହାଜ 
ଚଳାଚଳ ଓ ଅନ୍ବଦଣ୍ଣଶୀୟ ଜଳପଥର ଉନ୍ନତ ିଆଦ ିକାମ କରା�ାଇଛ।ି 
ବଦଶର ରପ୍ାନୀ ଆମଦାନୀବର ବଦେରଗୁଡକିର ଗୁରୁତ୍ୱପପୂର୍ଣ୍ଣ ଭପୂ ମିକା 
ଥିବାରୁ ସରକାର ବଦେର ସମପୂହର ବକିାଶ, ଆଧୁନକିୀକରଣ ଓ କ୍ମତା 
ବୃଦ୍ଧ ିପାଇଁ ବଭିିନ୍ନ ବ�ାଜନା ଅଗ୍ରାଧିକାର ଭିତ୍ବିର କା�ଣ୍ଣ୍ୟକାରୀ କରୁଛନ୍।ି  
ବସଥିବର ଆଧୁନକିୀକରଣ, 

ବମକାନାଇବଜସନ ଓ ଡଜିଟିାଇବଜସନଙୁ୍କ ଅଗ୍ରାଧିକାର ଭିତ୍ବିର 
କା�ଣ୍ଣ୍ୟକାରୀ କରା�ାଉଛ।ି  ବଦେରଗୁଡକିବର ଡାଇବରକ୍ଟ ବପାଟଣ୍ଣ 
ବଡଲିବଭର,ିଡାଇବରକ୍ଟ ବପାଟଣ୍ଣ ଏଣ୍ଟ୍ ିବ୍ୟବସ୍ା ସହତି କବଣ୍ନର ସ୍ାନର 
ଓ ବରଡଓି ଫି୍କୁ୍ୟଏନିଡ୍ସ  ଆଇବଡଣ୍େିିବକସନ ସବୁଧିା କରା�ାଇଛ ି
।ଏହାଛଡା ବପାଟଣ୍ଣ କମ୍ୁୟନଟି ିସଷି୍ମ ମାଧ୍ୟମବର ସଧିାସଳଖ ବାଣିଜ୍ୟ 
ସବୁଧିା ବଭିିନ୍ନ ରାଷ୍ଟ୍ରକୁ ବ�ାଗାଇ ଦଆି�ାଉଛ।ି  ଏହା େଳବର ବଦଶର 
କ୍ରମବଦ୍ଧମିଷୁ୍ ବାଣିଜ୍ୟ

ଚାହଦିା ପପୂରଣ କରବିାକୁ ବଦେରଗୁଡକି ସମଥଣ୍ଣ ବହଉଛନ୍।ି 
ଆନ୍ଜଣ୍ଣାତକି ବାଣିଜ୍ୟବର ଖର୍ଣ୍ଣ ଓ ସମୟ �ବଥଷ୍ କମିଛ।ି ବଦଶର 
ସାମଦିୁ୍କ ବାଣିଜ୍ୟ କାରବାରବର ଉବଲେଖନୀୟ ଅଗ୍ରଗତ ି�ଟବିା ସହତି 
ବଦଶବର ଅଥଣ୍ଣନୀତକି କା�ଣ୍ଣ୍ୟକଳାପ ବଢଛି,ି ସାମଥଣ୍ଣ୍ୟ ବକିାଶ �ଟଛି,ି 
କମଣ୍ଣନ�ୁିକି୍ ସଷିୃ୍ ବହଉଛ,ି �ବରାଇ ସହବ�ାଗ ବଢୁଛ,ି ପରବିହନ ଓ 
ଗମନାଗମନ ସମୟ କମଛୁ,ିସାମଗ୍ରୀ ବା ରସଦ ବ�ାଗାଣ ବାବଦ ଖର୍ଣ୍ଣ 
ହ୍ାସ ପାଉଛ,ି ବବପାର ବଣିଜ ପାଇଁ ଅନୁକପୂଳ ପରବିବଶ ସଷିୃ୍ ବହଉଛ ି
ତଥା ସବବଣ୍ଣାପର ିଭାରତକୁ ଏହ ିବ�ାଜନା ବଶି୍ୱ ସାମଦିୁ୍କ ରାଷ୍ଟ୍ରମାନଙ୍କ 
ମଧ୍ୟବର ଅଗ୍ରଣୀ ସ୍ାନବର ପହଂଚାଇବାବର ସେଳ ବହାଇଛ ି।

 ଗଙ୍ଗା ଏବଂ ବ୍ରହ୍ମପୁତ୍ର ଭଳ ିଚରିବ୍ାତା ନଦୀ  ହମିାଳୟ ଅବବାହକିାରୁ 
ଏବଂ ମହାନଦୀ, ବ୍ରାହ୍ମଣୀ, ସବୁର୍ଣ୍ଣବରଖା, ବାରାକ, ଦାବମାଦର ଆଦ ି
ଅଣ-ଚରିବ୍ାତା ନଦୀ ପପୂବଣ୍ଣ �ାଟ ଓ ବଛାଟନାଗପୁର ମାଳଭପୂ ମିରୁ ଉତ୍ତ୍ ି
ଲାଭ କର ିପପୂର୍ଵ ଏବଂ ପପୂବବଣ୍ଣାତ୍ର ଭାରତବର ପ୍ବାହତି ବହାଇ ଏସବୁ 
ଅଂଚଳର ଅଧିବାସୀମାନଙ୍କର ଜୀବନବରଖା ପାଲଟବିା ସଂବଗ ସଂବଗ 
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ଏହ ି ଅଂଚଳର ଅଥଣ୍ଣବନୈତକି ଅଭିବୃଦ୍ଧରି ଅନ୍ୟତମ ମଖୁ୍ୟ ସାଧନ 
ବହାଇଛ।ି

କଞ୍ଚାମାଲ ଭଳ ି ଜଳର ଉପଲବ୍ଧତା ମଧ୍ୟ ବକୌଣସ ି ଅଂଚଳବର 
ଶଳି୍ପ ପ୍ତଷି୍ା ବହବାର ଏକପ୍ଧାନ କାରଣ। ବଲୌହ ଇସ୍ାତ କାରଖାନା 
ସ୍ାପନ ଉବଦେଶ୍ୟବର ବ�ବତବବବଳ ଜାମବଶଦଜୀ ଟାଟା ନଜିର 
ବବିଶଷଜ୍ଞ ଦଳ ସହ ବ�ାଡ଼ା ପିଠବିର ଚଢ଼ ିମଧ୍ୟପ୍ବଦଶ, ବହିାରର 
ବଣଜଙ୍ଗଲ ବ�ରା ଲୁହାପଥର ଖଣି ଅଂଚଳବର �ରୁ ି ବୁଲୁଥିବଲ, 
ସବୁର୍ଣ୍ଣବରଖା ଓ ଖରକାଇ ନଦୀର ସଂଗମସ୍ଳ ସାକଚ ିବର ପହଂଚ ି
ୟୁବରକାର ସନ୍ଧାନ ପାଇବଲ ଓ ବସହଠିାବର ହିଁ ଆମ ବଦଶର ପ୍ଥମ 
ଇସ୍ାତ କାରଖାନା ପ୍ତଷି୍ା ବହାଇଥିଲା। ବସହଭିଳ ି ମହାନଦୀ, 
ଦାବମାଦର ଓ ବ୍ରାହ୍ମଣୀ ନଦୀ �ଥାକ୍ରବମ ଭିଲାଇ, ବବାକାବରା ଏବଂ 
ରାଉରବକଲା ବର ଇସ୍ାତ କାରଖାନା ସ୍ାପନ ବହବାବର �ବଥଷ୍ 
ଗୁରୁତ୍ୱ ବହନ କବର।ବସହପିର ିଡଭିିସ ିର ବମଜଆି, ର�ନୁାଥପୁର 
ତାପଜ ବଦୁି୍ୟତ ପ୍ାଣ୍, ଏନଟପିିସ ିର େରକ୍ା ବଶିାଳ ତାପଜ ବଦୁି୍ୟତ 
ବକନ୍ଦ୍ର ପ୍ତଷି୍ାବର ଗଙ୍ଗାନଦୀର ଭପୂ ମିକା ଅନସଦ୍ୀକା�ଣ୍ଣ୍ୟ। 

କୃଷ ି ଏବଂ ଶଳି୍ପ ବକିାଶବର ପ୍ମଖୁ ମାଧ୍ୟମ ବହବା ସହ ଏହ ି
ନଦୀମାନଙ୍କର ପପୂର୍ଵ ଏବଂ ପପୂବବଣ୍ଣାତ୍ର ରାଜ୍ୟ ମାନଙୁ୍କ  ପ�ଣ୍ଣ୍ୟଟକ 
ଆକଷଣ୍ଣଣ କରବିାର ଅସୀମ ସମ୍ାବନା ରହଛି।ି ନଦୀ ଅବବାହକିାର 
ପ୍ାକୃତକି ବସୌଦେ�ଣ୍ଣ୍ୟ, ଜଳକ୍ରୀଡ଼ା, ବନୌବହିାର, ଇବକା-ଟୁରଜିମି ଶବିରି 
ଆଦ ି ବବିଧି କା�ଣ୍ଣ୍ୟକ୍ରମ ଦ୍ାରା ଏସବୁ ଅଂଚଳବର ପ�ଣ୍ଣ୍ୟଟନସ୍ଳୀ 
ବକିାଶ ବ�ାଜନାର ରପୂ ପାୟନ ଚାଲିଛ।ି

ଜାତୀୟ ଜଳପଥ-୧ ଉତ୍ରପ୍ବଦଶ, ବହିାର,ୋଡ଼ଖଣ୍ଡ  ଏବଂ 
ପଶି୍ମବଙ୍ଗ ରାଜ୍ୟ ମଧ୍ୟବର ଗଙ୍ଗା-ଭାଗୀରଥୀ-ହୁଗୁଲି ନଦୀ 
ପ୍ଣାଳୀବର ହଳଦଆିରୁ ପ୍ୟାଗରାଜ ପ�ଣ୍ଣ୍ୟନ୍ ଲମ୍ବିଛ ି । ବଶି୍ୱ 
ବ୍ୟାଙ୍କ୍ରୁ  ବବୈଷୟିକ ଓ ଆଥମିକ ସହାୟତାବର ଏହ ିଜଳପଥ ନମିଣ୍ଣାଣ 
କରା�ାଇଛ।ି ଏହ ି ପ୍କଳ୍ପ ପାଇଁ ସମଦୁାୟ ୫,୩୬୯.୧୮ ବକାଟ ି
ଟଙ୍କା ବ୍ୟୟ ବହାଇଛ ି�ାହାକୁ ବକନ୍ଦ୍ର ସରକାର ଓ ବଶି୍ୱ ବ୍ୟାଙ୍କଡ୍   ସମାନ 
ପରମିାଣବର ବହନ କରଛିନ୍।ି୪ଟ ି ରାଜ୍ୟବର ଗମନାମଗମନ 
ଓ ବ୍ୟବସାୟକୁ ଦୃଷି୍ବର ରଖି ବମାଟ୍ ୨୦ଟ ି ଟମମିନାଲ ନମିଣ୍ଣାଣ 
କରା�ାଇଛ।ି ଏଥିମଧ୍ୟରୁ ୧୮ଟ ିଟମମିନାଲ ପାଣି ଉପବର ଭାସମାନ 
ଅବସ୍ାବର ନମିଣ୍ଣାଣ କରା�ାଇଛ।ି ବମାଟ୍ ୧୬୨୦କମିି ଜଳପଥ 
ବଦଶର ସବୁଠାରୁ ବଡ଼ ଜଳମାଗଣ୍ଣ ଭାବବ ସ୍ାନତି ବହାଇଛ।ି ଏହ ି
ଜଳପଥ ବ�ଉଁ ବ�ଉଁ ରାଜ୍ୟ ବଦଇ ଗତ ିକରବି ଉକ୍ ରାଜ୍ୟଗୁଡ଼କିବର 
ଗମନାଗମନ ଓ ପରବିହନ ବ୍ୟବସ୍ାବର ଉନ୍ନତ ି ବହବା ସଂବଗ 
ସଂବଗ ବାଣିଜ୍ୟ ବ୍ୟବସାୟବର ବହୁ ନପୂତନ ସମ୍ାବନା ସଷିୃ୍ କରବି। 

ଆସାମ ବର ବ୍ରହ୍ମପୁତ୍ର ନଦୀ ପ୍ଣାଳୀବର ଧୁବ୍ର ିଠାରୁ  ସାଦଆି ପ�ଣ୍ଣ୍ୟନ୍ 
ଜାତୀୟ ଜଳପଥ ୨ ସମଗ୍ର ପପୂବବଣ୍ଣାତ୍ର ରାଜ୍ୟଗୁଡକିର ବକିାଶବର 
ପ୍ମଖୁ ଭପୂ ମିକା ଗ୍ରହଣ କରବି।

ଏହ ିପରବିପ୍କ୍ୀବର ଭାରତୀୟ ଆଭ୍ୟନ୍ରୀଣ ଜଳପଥ ପ୍ାଧିକରଣ 
(ଆଇଡବ୍ ଲୁ ଡ୍ଏଆଇ) ଓଡ଼ଶିାର ୬ଟ ିଜଳପଥକୁ ଜାତୀୟ ଜଳପଥ ରପୂ ବପ 
ବ�ାଷଣା କରଛି।ି ବସଥିମଧ୍ୟରୁ ଜାତୀୟ ଜଳପଥ ନମ୍ବର ୫ର ପ୍ଥମ 
ପ�ଣ୍ଣ୍ୟାୟ ନମିଣ୍ଣାଣ 

କା�ଣ୍ଣ୍ୟ ଚାଲିଛ।ି ଅନ୍ୟ ୫ଟ ିଜାତୀୟ ଜଳପଥର ସବଭଣ୍ଣ କା�ଣ୍ଣ୍ୟ ବଭିିନ୍ନ 
ସ୍ରବର ରହଛି ିବବାଲି ଭାରତୀୟ ଆଭ୍ୟନ୍ରୀଣ ଜଳପଥ ପ୍ାଧିକରଣ 
ସପୂତ୍ରରୁ ପ୍କାଶ। ବ୍ରାହ୍ମଣୀ, ଖରସଆୁଁ ଓ ମହାନଦୀ ଇଷ୍ବକାଷ୍ ବକନାଲ 
ସହତି ମତାଇ ନଦୀର ୫୮୮ କବିଲାମିଟର ଦୀ�ଣ୍ଣ ଜଳପଥକୁ ଗତ 
୨୦୦୮ ମସହିା ନବଭମ୍ବର ୨୫ ତାରଖିବର ଜାତୀୟ ଜଳପଥ-୫ 
ରପୂ ବପ ବ�ାଷଣା କରା�ାଇଥିଲା। ବେଜ୍ ୧ବର ଏହା ମଙ୍ଗଳାବ�ାଡ଼କୁି 
ପାରାଦୀପ ୬୭ କ.ିମି., ମଙ୍ଗଳାବ�ାଡ଼କୁି ଧାମରା ପ୍ାୟ ୨୮ କ.ିମି. 
ଓ ମଙ୍ଗଳାବ�ାଡ଼କୁି ପାଣିବକାଇଲି ପ୍ାୟ ୧୧୭ କ.ିମି. ବ�ାଡ଼ବିାର 
ବ୍ୟବସ୍ା ରହଛି ି ।ବେଜ୍ ୨ବର ଏହା ତାଳବଚରକୁ ପଙ୍କପାଳ ପ୍ାୟ 
୧୨୦ କ.ିମି. ଏବଂ ବେଜ୍ ୩ବର ଧାମରାକୁ ଚାରବାଟଆି ୩୯ କ.ିମି. 
ଓ ଚାରବାଟଆିକୁ ବଗଉଁଖାଲି ପ୍ାୟ ୨୧୭ କ.ିମି. ସହ ବ�ାଡ଼ବି।

ଆସାମ ରାଜ୍ୟର ଆଏ ନଦୀବର ଜାତୀୟ ଜଳପଥ ୬, ବାରାକ 
ନଦୀବର ଜାତୀୟ ଜଳପଥ ୧୬, ବବକ ି ନଦୀବର ଜାତୀୟ ଜଳପଥ 
୧୮, ବଦହୀଙ୍ଗ ନଦୀବର ଜାତୀୟ ଜଳପଥ ୩୦, ଧନସରିୀ -ଚାବଥ 
ନଦୀପ୍ଣାଳୀବର ଜାତୀୟ ଜଳପଥ ୩୧, ଦଖି ୁ ନଦୀବର ଜାତୀୟ 
ଜଳପଥ ୩୨, ବଡାୟନ୍ସ ନଦୀବର ଜାତୀୟ ଜଳପଥ ୩୩, ଗଙ୍ଗାଧର 
ନଦୀବର ଜାତୀୟ ଜଳପଥ ୩୮; ବମ�ାଳୟ ରାଜ୍ୟର ଗାବନାଲ 
ନଦୀବର ଜାତୀୟ ଜଳପଥ ୩୯; ବହିାର ରାଜ୍ୟର ଗଣ୍ଡକ ନଦୀବର 
ଜାତୀୟ ଜଳପଥ ୩୭, �ାଗରା ନଦୀବର ଜାତୀୟ ଜଳପଥ ୪୦; 
ପଶି୍ମବଙ୍ଗ ରାଜ୍ୟର ଅଜୟ ନଦୀବର ଜାତୀୟ ଜଳପଥ ୭, ବବକ୍ରଶ୍ୱର 
– ମୟପୂରଭଞ୍ଜ ନଦୀପ୍ଣାଳୀବର ଜାତୀୟ ଜଳପଥ ୧୫, ଦାବମାଦର 
ନଦୀବର ଜାତୀୟ ଜଳପଥ ୨୯, ଡଭିିସ ିବକନାଲବର ଜାତୀୟ ଜଳପଥ 
୩୪, ତାରବକଶ୍ୱର ନଦୀବର ଜାତୀୟ ଜଳପଥ ୩୫, ଦ୍ାରକା ନଦୀବର 
ଜାତୀୟ ଜଳପଥ ୩୬; ଓଡ଼ଶିା ରାଜ୍ୟବର ବବୈତରଣୀ ନଦୀବର ଜାତୀୟ 
ଜଳପଥ ୧୪, ବରିପୂ ପା-ବ୍ରାହ୍ମଣୀ ନଦୀପ୍ଣାଳୀବର ଜାତୀୟ ଜଳପଥ 
୨୨, ବୁଢ଼ାବଳଙ୍ଗ ନଦୀବର ଜାତୀୟ ଜଳପଥ ୨୩ ଆଦ ିପପୂବବଣ୍ଣାଦୟବର 
ଆଶା ଏବଂ ଆକାଂକ୍ା, ସାମଥଣ୍ଣ୍ୟ ଓ ସମ୍ାବନାର ସବୁନଲି କରିଣ ଆଣିବା 
ସହ ଏହ ିଅଞ୍ଚଳକୁ ସମଦୃ୍ଧଶିାଳୀ କରବି। 

 * ଅବସରପ୍ରାପ୍ତ କରାର୍ଯ୍ୟକରାରୀ ନରି୍ଦ୍୍ଯଶକ(ଲଜଷିି୍କସ)
ଏବଂ ଚନି୍ମୟ ସ୍ରାଇଁ

ର୍ଜର୍ନରରାଲ ମ୍ୟରାର୍ନଜର (ଲଜଷିି୍କସ) ଷି୍ଲ ଅଥରୀଟ ିଅଫ ଇଣି୍ଆ ଲିମିର୍ଟଡ଼, ର୍କରାଲକରାତରା
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2nd ISCS BIMSTEC CONFERENCE

BIMSTEC: 25 Years of Driving Force behind Neighbourhood Cooperation
25th and 26th March, 2023; Hotel Taj Bengal, Kolkata   

The Institute of Social and Cultural Studies (ISCS) 
in collaboration with The Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA) had organized a two day 2nd BIMSTEC 
conference on 25-26th March, 2023 at Taj Bengal, 
Kolkata. The event received support and cooperation 
from multiple other Think Tanks across the BIMSTEC 
countries. From India circuit Research and Information 
System For Developing Countries (RIS), Bharat 
Chamber of Commerce, National Library, Ministry of 
Culture, Maulana  Abul  Kalam Azad Institute For Asian 
Studies (MAKAIAS) whereas from other BIMSTEC 
Countries institutes like South Asia Watch on Trade, 
Economics and Environment (SAWTEE), Nepal, 
Nepal Institute for International Cooperation and 
Engagement (NIICE), Nepal, Bangladesh Institute of 
International and Strategic Studies (BIISS), Bangladesh, 

Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD), Bangladesh, Chiang 

Mai University, Thailand, Department of Politics and 

International Relations, Ubon Ratchathani University, 

Thailand, Awarelogue Initiative, Sri Lanka, International 

Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD), 

Nepal, Norbuling Rigter College, Bhutan and The Asian 

Development Bank (ADB) extended their partnership 

towards the event. The event in itself was a commemoration 

of 25 Years of BIMSTEC’s Journey altogethger.

The conference was inaugurated by Shri Rajkumar 

Ranjan Singh (MOS), MEA, GOI along with Amb. Tenzin 

Lekphell, Secretary General BIMSTEC, Secretariat Dhaka 

and Shri Arindam Mukherjee, Director, ISCS, India.
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The two day meet held exclusive sessions on 
Transport connectivity, Food Security, Climate Change, 
Educational Cooperation, Cultural Exchanges and 
People-to-People connect. Ambassador of Myanmar 
Mr. Moe Kyaw Aung, Dr. Rajdeep Roy, Member of 
Parliament (Lok Sabha), Mr. Thiam Hee Ng from Asian 

Development Bank, Prof. Sachin Chaturvedi, DG, RIS 

along with other national and international delegation 

participated and shared their ideas on policies and 

perspectives on how BIMSTEC as a sub regional policy 

could harness growth and development in coming 

times. Important aspects including the sports diplomacy, 

India’s millet diplomacy tourism were being discussed.

As Kolkata is strategically important, especially for Act 

East policy, therefore it can enable east and north east of 

the country to become leaders for the diplomatic strategy 

for the region. A Kolkata Declaration was also read out on 

the concluding day that charted the range of issues which 

needs focus and introspection in the coming time. It was 

also proposed to engineer such assemblage of thinkers 

and policy makers through BIMSTEC Conference by the 

institute on an annual basis.
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Day Long Seminar on

BIMSTEC Security Cooperation
31st March, 2023;  ICCR, Kolkata

On 31st March, 2023, Institute of Social and Cultural 
Studies organized a day-long seminar on “BIMSTEC 
Security Cooperation” at the RTC, ICCR where 
distinguished speakers from the BIMSTEC nations did 
deliberate on how sub regional platform like BIMSTEC 
can address key non-traditional security issues like 
counter terrorism, cyber and energy security, disaster 
management etc. The event received collaboration of 
the Ministry of External Affairs(MEA) and Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad Institute of Asian Studies(MAKAIAS).
The event was supported by The Hindustan Petroleum, 
ONGC, Indian Oil and Engineers India Limited.

The International Seminar commenced with the 
welcome address of Shri Arindam Mukherjee, Director, 
ISCS, India followed by the address of the Chief Guest 
of the event – Former Air Chief Marshal Shri Arup Raha 
who shared his valuable observation regarding BIMSTEC 
Security Cooperation from varied perspectives. The Day 
Long Seminar was Divided into three folds, which started 
with the Inauguration followed with the first Academic 
session on “Review to BIMSTEC Maritime Framework and 
Future Orientations ”.The post lunch sessions comprised 
of BIMSTEC: Countering Terrorism and Radicalization” 
along with BIMSTEC: An Instrument Towards Energy 
Security Cooperation” followed with the valedictory. The 
Seminar remained excessively significant as BIMSTEC 
as a subregional policy is commemorating its 25 years 
and therefore it becomes pivotal to lens how the policy 
have been approaching security perspectives across its 
region, in order to attain peace, prosperity and people to 
people connect within the region itself. The event received 
participation of Distinguished guest along with Students 
and research scholars. The participants were handed 
brochures, conference kit of the conference. Where as the 
Speakers and Distinguished guests were felicitated with 
Mementoes and gifts on behalf of the organizers.

The  three fold academic session of the seminar was 
addressed by distinguished speakers and scholars from 
the BIMSTEC countries which include Captain (IN) Alok 
Bansal, Director, India Foundation and Adjunct Professor 
at New Delhi Institute of Management, Vice Admiral 
(Retd.) Shekhar Sinha, Former Chief of Integrated Defence 
Staff & Commander in Chief, Western Naval Command, 
India, Dr. Mahfuz Kabir, Research Director, Bangladesh 
Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS), 
Dhaka, Captain Sarabjeet S Parm, Senior Fellow, National 
Maritime Foundation, Ms. Sohini Nayak, Research 
Associate and Foreign Policy Analyst, ISCS, India, Prof. 
Indranil Sengupta, Department of Computer Science and 
Engineering, IIT-Kharagpur, Air Cdre (Retd.) Ishfaq Ilahi 
Choudhury, Treasurer, East West University Aftabnagar, 



13

Dhaka, Bangladesh, Prof. Rohan Gunaratna, Security 
Studies at the S. Rajaratnam School of International 
Studies, Nanyang Technology University, Singapore, 
Sri Gautam Banerjee, Managing Director, Business 
Brio, Director, Data Science Foundation International, 
Uttam Sinha, Senior Fellow, Manohar Parrikar Institute 
for Defence Studies and Analyses, Dr. Pramod Jaiswal, 
Director, Nepal Institute for International Cooperation 
and Engagement (NIICE), Nepal, Dr. Lobzang Dorji, 
Senior Lecturer, Norbuling Rigter College, Royal 
University of Bhutan, Dr. Sirinbhattra Sathabhornwong, 
Lecturer, Ubon Ratchathani University. 

The Speakers in their discourse addressed key issues like 
the dynamics of maritime security and cooperation among 
the BIMSTEC nations in this regard, BIMSTEC’S policy 
initiatives towards countering terrorism and radicalization 
and the necessity of energy security and cooperation 
among the BIMSTEC member countries. The seminar 
marked its closure with a valedictory speech of Cmde (Dr.) 
Srikant Kesnur, Ph.D., (Retd.) Former Director, Maritime 
Warfare Centre (MWC) and Distinguished Academician 
in Maritime and Naval History, Defence and Diplomacy 
which was chaired by Dr. Sarup Prasad Ghosh, Director, 
Maulana Abdul Kalam Azad Institute of Asian Studies 
(MAKAIAS). 

Former Air Chief Marshal Shri Arup Raha delivering his speech
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First cargo vessel to Sittwe Port flagged off  
from  Kolkata 

A historical event at Shyama Prasad Mookerjee Port, 
Kolkata took place on 4th May, 2023. As the first vessel 
from Kolkata Port started its maiden journey to Sittwe 
Deep Sea Port in Myanmar with 20,000 sacks of cement. 
Union Minister Shri Shantanu Thakur, Minister of 
State, Ministry of Ports, Shipping & Waterways, GoI, 
Smt. Smita Panth, JS, BM, MEA with other govt. 
officials flagged off MV-ITT LION, Kolkata on its 
historic journey. The cement from ‘ITT Lion, Kolkata’ 
will be unloaded at Sittwe Port and will eventually reach 
Paletwa in the Chin state of Myanmar on the border of 
Mizoram by a small boat through the Kaladan River on 
9th May, 2023. Paletwa is also less than 20 km from the 
Bangladesh border. 

MV-ITT LION, Kolkata

Flag off Ceremony
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The cargo vessel named MV-ITT LION (V-273) is 

the inaugural shipment to operationalise the Sittwe Port 

in the Rakhine State of Myanmar. The port has been 

developed with Indian assistance as part of the Kaladan 

Multimodal Transit Transport Project (KMTTP). Many 

have been eagerly waiting for the completion of that 

port for a long time. As it would facilitate cheap and better 
connectivity with Myanmar, and act as an alternative 
route of freight transport in North East India- avoiding 
the Chicken Neck of North Bengal. India’s Act East Policy. 
Neighborhood First Policy, Indo-pacific Geo politics 
and etc are associated with this India’s 484 million USD 
Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project. 

Photo shoot after Flag Off  Ceremony

Under constraction Sittwe Deep Sea Port  2014
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