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Editorial 

Improving Connectivity in Eastern India: Vision ‘Purvodaya’

‘Purvodaya’ is a new scheme by the Government of India 
with the aim of increasing the connectivity among other things. 
In addition, it is also to ameliorate the regional disparities. As 
we know the Indian growth story is incomplete without the 
development of eastern part of India. So balanced regional 
development and reduction of the regional disparities are the 
two features of the ‘Purvodaya’ policy. 

Last month only a magazine called ‘Purvodaya’was released 
by the Honorable Minister of Education, Government of 
India Shri Dharmendra Pradhan ji and The Institute of Social 
and Cultural Studies, Kolkota has been  stressing on the point 
that the continuous discussions and debate around the issue 
of development of the Eastern part of India will help in filling 
the existing gap in policy deliberation and formulation.

Connectivity will certainly trigger the complete economic 
development of India. As we are in the middle of the new 
generation of economic reforms, the focus is on the balanced 
economic development. At the same time, taking the benefits 
of economic reforms and economic growth to the door step of 
the common people is equally being stressed upon.

This has been the prime focus of the ‘Purvodaya’ policy of 
Government of India. It is a proven fact that connectivity has 
been an important factor in bringing in development. And 
the lack of connectivity not only impacts everyday life and 

Dr. Sujit Kumar Pruseth*

Vol.I, Issue No. 2 || January- February 2022



2

livelihoods, but also the regional development 
and the national security as well.

 The poor state of transport infrastructure and 
regional connectivity has serious implications 
for trade, tourism, trade commerce etc. So, the 
moment the growth story of India is written 
about , it will definitely be incomplete without 
the development of the eastern part of India.

So connectivity has been given importance 
in ‘Purvodaya’. Connectivity in terms of 
roads, railways and in terms of the benefits to 
the common people, it will benefit the entire 
Eastern part of India, and it will also usher in a 
new investment in tourism industry, agriculture 
education, and the blue economy etc. Recently, 
the Government of India has launched the 
SATAT that is the Sustainable Alternative 
Towards Affordable Transportation, which aims 
in providing a sustainable alternatives towards 
affordable transportation as a development 
effort that would benefit both retail users as 
well as the farmers and entrepreneurs. In recent 
years, Government of India has also increased 
the rail connectivity. The entire North-East 
region has been converted to the broad gauge 
network. Recently the Hon’ble Railway 
Minister also has laid stress on the Khurda- 
Balangir; Haridaspur-Talcher railway lines in 
Odisha. At the same time, Sikkim is expected 
to get the rail connectivity with the rest of India 
by the year 2023.

Similarly, in West-Bengal and Sikkim 
important railway lines  are  said to become 
operational in very short span. Next is 
Government of India's new policy initiative 

which is named as  the ‘BharatmalaPariyojana’, 
which is stressing on the road connectivity. In 
addition,  under the ‘Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak 
Yojana’ also, the road length has been increased in 
almost all states. States in eastern India like   Bihar, 
Odisha, West Bengal have been given priorities. 
The other milestone in terms of connectivity is 
the very popular scheme called the UDAN. So 
connectivity and economic development, go hand 
in hand and the common people get the most 
benefit.

Taking the benefits of economic progress, 
which impact the life of people, has remained 
the top priority of the Government of India. 
So ‘Purvodaya’ has been one of the big policy 
initiative which has started making big changes 
in the lives of people in the eastern part of India. 

So far the theoretical modelling are concerned, 
there exists  a strong correlation between economic 
progress and connectivity. One study by the Price 
Waterhouse Coopers in 2016  estimated that $1 
spent on infrastructure in Canada increased the 
GDP in long term by between $2.46 to $3.83. 

Evidence abounds on the positive effects of 
connectivity of infrastructure on the economy;even 
at the micro level. So in a very short term, the impact 
of investment in connectivity of infrastructure, 
there will be medium and long-term effects as 
well. So, this will strengthen the foundation 
of future economic growth including the labor 
market. It will make the labour  markets more 
efficient, productive and it will also reward the 
labour market economically. So the ‘Purvodaya’ 
mission has brought in many rapid changes in 
economic development and changed the lives of 
people in the eastern part of India. 

*Editor, Purvodaya
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Dr.Rashmi Das *

Improving connectivity in Eastern India and the vision of 
Purvodaya has many dimensions in terms of integration. Physical 
integration is a prerequisite for the emotional and the security 
integration of that part of our country. The extremely capable 
Government of India has done a big plan for public private 
partnerships and all kinds of models BOT model, the annuity 
model and  SPV for infrastructural development. 

The connectivity is  really meaningful as it brings in rapid 
progress. 

Under mission Purvodaya, Kolkata was supposed to be the 
integrated steel hub in the eastern, India. It's one of the major 
objectives of Purvodaya. So, if that is achieved, if that target 
is achieved, it would also help all these countries neighboring 
countries in the East, on our eastern plank Bangladesh, Nepal 
and Bhutan because any development, any construction activity 
requires steel and if it is sourced from Kolkata. Kolkata, being 
the hub, becoming the hub of the integrated steel plan and even 
the 75% incremental need of our country, also can be met from 
this eastern hub. So not only does it serve the neighbours, but it 
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becomes the main source for India as a whole. 
So there's a huge economic opportunity for the 
eastern part of India also, because the eastern 
belt of our country iron rich region.

There remains few crucial questions. The 
physical infrastructure being there in North-
east, there have been no cargo movements on 
that part . It requires a critical examination of  
tax structure an impediment; buying preferences 
of people and  factors that prevents the cargo 
movement etc.

So, whatever in project infrastructure, 
junctions are put up or have to be alive, aligned 
with the commodities structure, the commodity 
interface and the preferences, basically the 
commodity preferences and what is allowed. 
It is known that  only 29 items are allowed 

from our part of the our side to Bangladesh side. 
It requires bilateral negotiationst  ensure trade 
facilitation, well being and economic prosperity 
coming to  people in that part of our world.

Mission Purvodaya is a great idea, it has a lot of 
promise and it means a lot of economic prosperity. 
And  positivity is also premised on two parallel 
networks to multilateral networks working, very 
well as a very well-oiled machinery. One is the 
BBIN and another is the BIMSTEC which are 
hamstrung by certain bilateral movements. 

There should be the acceptance that there 
is kind of a no movement zone and then the 
negotiations should start for the movement ahead. 
Whenever that happens, Purvodaya will really 
get a huge strength . It will also help remove the 
neighbourhood anxieties. 

*Editor, Telecom live  & InfraLive,
Member, executive Council, JNU, New Delhi
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Dr. Nihar R. Nayak *

Historically, the eastern region had contributed economic 
prosperity, maritime security, and an extended cultural 
neighborhood to India. Once again, in this century, the region 
has strongly figured in India’s economic, strategic, and foreign 
policy. Therefore, perpetual peace and economic growth in 
eastern India supplements two subsets of India’s foreign policy--
the ‘neighborhood first’ and ‘Act east’ policy.

Given the interdependence in the region, India has urged its 
neighbors to view India as "an opportunity, not a threat," and to 
share its economic growth. India has offered to open its markets 
and share technology to help its South Asian neighbours to become 
partners in its dynamic growth. India offered the establishment of a 
free-trade zone that would allow South Asia's 1.3 billion people to 
share in ‘collective prosperity.’  On 18 June 2019, Prime Minister 
Modi reiterated that India strongly believes that its economic 
growth must bring benefits to its neighbours. 

Guided by Prime Minister’s motto “Sabka Sath, Sabka Vikash 
and Sabka Viswas” India has brought out special programmes for 
development in the eastern region.  Development in eastern parts of 
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India would supplement India's ‘neighbourhood 
first’ policy and sub-regionalism. Because 
this region is located in a tri-junction. Most 
importantly, the improved infrastructure could 
be utilized by our neighbouring countries 
especially by two landlocked Himalayan 
countries-Nepal and Bhutan. 

In this context, the declaration of mission 
‘Purvodaya’ could additionally benefit Nepal 
and Bhutan to accelerate their transit trade and 
tourism business. At the same time, the mission 
could further strengthen mutual confidence 
and cooperation with countries located in 
the eastern flank of  India.  In this regard, it 
is pertinent to analyse the benefits of mission 
Purvodaya to these countries. 

The paper discusses the following issues 
related to India and its two Himalayan 
neighbours.  How would Nepal and Bhutan be 
benefited from the ‘Purvodaya’ project? Second, 
what are the challenges before the connectivity 
network which aims to facilitate trade in the 
sub-region? Since India has been concerned 
about security concerns in this region, how 
to reconcile India’s security concerns and 
the developmental aspirations of Nepal and 
Bhutan? 

Mission Purvodaya

On 11 January 2020, the Ministry of Steel, 
Government of India, in partnership with CII 
and JPC launched Purvodaya-Accelerated 
Development of Eastern Region through an 
Integrated Steel Hub (ISH), in line with Prime 
Minister Modi's vision for focused development 
of the Eastern States. Time and often, Prime 
Minister Modi has highlighted the need for 
focused development of the Eastern states 
to unleash their untapped potential thereby 
ensuring the growth of the region as a whole 
and the country at large.

The objective of the mission is to propel 

socio-economic development in the Eastern 
region. “Steel capacity addition as envisioned in 
the hub would entail capital investments of >70 
Bn. $ and lead to an incremental GSDP of >35 
Bn. $ through steel alone. The growth of the 
steel industry through such a hub would lead to 
significant employment opportunities across the 
entire value chain, creating over 2.5 Million jobs 
in the region. The creation of world-class logistics 
and utilities infrastructure would also spur the 
development of other manufacturing industries 
across sectors. This would also be accompanied 
by social infrastructure in the form of cities, 
schools, hospitals, skilling centers, etc”.  Most 
importantly, the mission will play a significant role 
in the overall socio-economic growth of Eastern 
India, by reducing the disparity between the East 
and other regions of the country. Infrastructure 
developments due to the ISH could be beneficial 
to India’s neighours. 

Strategic strength of Eastern India  

The decision of setting up the region as an 
ISH with Kolkata as the center is very timely and 
based on resources available in the region. First, 
this region has huge mineral deposits both on 
land and offshore. Around 80 percent of India’s 
total iron ore is deposited in the region. There 
are already many iron ore mining and industries 
operating in the region. 

Second, four Indian major deep-sea ports-
Haldia, Dhamra, Paradeep, and Vishakhapatnam- 
are located in the eastern flank of India. From 
Nepal and Bhutanese points of view, seaports in 
Bangladesh could be taken into consideration for 
transit trade.

Third,  in terms of connectivity, there have 
been strong road and railway connectivity in the 
region. The National Highway 16 has been the 
lifeline of the entire eastern flank of India and also 
connects to these four seaports. Most importantly, 
this region is a meeting point between trilateral 
highways and Asian highways. In addition to 
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that, the BBIN(Bangladesh,Bhutan,India,Nep
al) motor vehicle agreement would supplement 
the sub-regionalism further. Most importantly, 
this growth project may emerge as a major 
project to counter China's BRI(Belt and Road 
Initiative) project in the eastern part of the sub-
continent.

Last, not least, this region has strong cultural 
similarities with neighbouring countries of 
India. This could facilitate tourism and people-
to-people connectivity. From the Nepalese 
point of view, tourism is important where they 
could receive Hindu and Buddhist tourists. 

Benefits to Nepal and Bhutan 

The mission could provide multiple platforms 
because these are smaller countries and weak 
states and they believe in basically multilateral 
forums and arrangements to strongly put 
forward their demands and negotiate strongly 
with big countries like India. 

Second is a wide-ranging issue. All these 
network connectivity networks give access to 
seaports, beyond India, like they can access 
Bangladesh, they can back out of Myanmar, 
even to Thailand to Vietnam, to go for the transit 
trade. It also gives basically an affordable, 
faster and seamless cargo movement with 
multiple transit corridors like over the entire 
eastern plank is available to them. There will 
be no loading and unloading activities in case 
the framework comes under the BBIN because 
BBIN is a big platform which is emerging in this 
region and the most important advantage for 
both the countries is with zero investment. It 
means without investing in infrastructure they 
can utilize all those dedicated infrastructure 
coming up in this region. And there remains a 
cultural connection and geographical closeness 
for Bhutan and Nepal.  This is a big and 
immediate potential market. So they will ne 
interested to take advantage of that. 

 As India's growth is concerned, it's not possible 
if the Eastern plank of India is not developed 
properly. 

These two smaller countries like Nepal and 
Bhutan  have a lot of anxiety over particular 
related to connectivity programs. From the 
Bhutan’s point of view, when Government of 
India or any programs coming under the BBIN 
networks programs they try to reconcile between 
ecology, economy and security. From the Nepalese 
point of view, how to reconcile between that 
Belt and Road in a setting, which is offered by 
China and 2013 onwards and  then Millennium 
Challenge Corporation offered by US government 
and the BBIN. So they have to reconcile between 
these, major programs being offered by three 
major countries which are very much active in the 
Himalayan region. 

Next important question is what are the 
challenges and will the connectivity network 
facilitate regional integration? Obviously, there 
are a couple of challenges for Government of 
India. The Government of India needs to be more 
pro-active in pushing ‘Purvodaya’ program which 
will be beneficial to our neighboring, countries. 
However, the governments of neighboring 
countries  may not take advantage of it. Then, 
our passenger protocol may not be beneficial to 
our development program, as the  motor vehicle 
agreement on the BBIN and the cargo protocol 
motorbike have to be ratified .Then the BBIN and 
motor vehicle agreement is silent on transit trade. 
That's one of the most important part of this 
growth corridor in the eastern part. Subsequently, 
the bottle-necks are still there are related to the 
non-tariff areas. In addition, quality of roads 
in that region; particularly connecting Nepal- 
Bangladesh and Bhutan-Bangladesh is still in a 
very shape. And the last one important challenge 
which we have to understand the requirements of 
Nepal and Bhutan.
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One is that Nepal is recently trying to 
transform its remittance-based and  aid based 
economy to investment economy and expert 
oriented economy. Nepal requires multiple 
faster and seamless transit corridors by road 
and railway connectivity. Then connecting 
with international rail links by accessing 
Bangladesh or Myanmar, or any other part of 
other countries electricity is a major concern 
for Nepal. 

For Bhutan, which is a smaller economy 
is transforming the aid based economy to 
investment economy and it is focusing more 
on the green economy. So, Bhutan does really 
not to get identified with the India  or China.               
Then there exists the trust deficit. Despite India 
emerging as a big democracy and economy 
and so many development projects have  come 
up in  the Eastern region that is serious trust 
deficit between India and Nepal; India and 
Bhutan; and India and Bangladesh. The needs 
to  Government of India address trust deficit 
that is emerging because of the bilateral issues. 

India’s economy and industrialization process is in 
nascent stage. A net carbon zero approach could 
bring more benefits over time. The country can 
adopt green technology since the global economy 
will be obliged to climate change agreements and 
impose a carbon tax on exports from economies 
where carbon emissions remains high. If the ISH 
achieve a green stamp that may find better market 
access. 

Second, declare these projects as national pride 
projects to get immune from non-cooperation 
from the state governments since a large number 
of regional provinces in this region are governed 
by regional political parties.

Moreover, a disaster resilient infrastructure is 
crucial. Whatever infrastructure Government of 
India is bringing out whether the port, railway 
connectivity or bridge, all should be resilient 
infrastructure, as this is a highly disaster prone 
area. Finally, the BRI offering, which is a low 
interest based projects to Bangladesh, Nepal and 
Bhutan is important. So, Government of India has 
to frame its policy accordingly to targeting how to 
counter BRI in this region. 

*Fellow, Manohar Parikkar Institute For Defence 
 Studies and Analysis, New Delhi
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Arnab Ganguly*

Purvodaya’s overall objective is to strengthen the manufacturing 
capacity of eastern region of India.There remains a a competitive 
advantage in the steel iron and steel production and ‘Purvodaya’ 
is definitely going to strengthen that. 

But ‘Purvodaya’ should not be considered as a standalone 
project. It should be also considered along with projects, like 
the Gati Shakti, the BharatmalaPariyojana and the Sagar Mala 
Initiatives because all these projects would help in exploiting the 
true potential of ‘Purvodaya’. These initiatives are also targeted to 
bring the countries in the BBIN region closer to each other, and 
improve the  connectivity with the North East India, given NEI’s 
importance from a security point of view. 

Bangladesh which is a significantly large consumer of iron and 
steel. Bangladesh is also investing in strengthening its own iron 
and steel capacities. Before Covid, most of the iron and steel, the 
TMT bars etc. used to go either by the road or through railways. 
The Covid actually triggered, the use of waterways. Which is also 
an impetus to the ‘Purvodaya’. 
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Cargo ship transporting goods in the sea in Chattogram, Bangladesh
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It is imperative to improve our inland 
waterway transport especially, when it comes to 
freight movement. So, one should also consider 
how ‘Purvodaya’ scheme and Bangladesh’s 
growth story can complement each other and 
establish sustainable value chains. 

Bangladesh is right now, one of the 
fastest growing economies in this region 
and significantinfrastructure developments 
are happening, especially in the northern 
Bangladesh, both in the northwest and in the 
northeast. There is a constant and a continuous 
effort from the Government of Bangladesh to 
develop these areas to counter geographical 
backwardness, high poverty ratio, low literacy 
rates etc. 

So, one of the important things that the 
Government of Bangladesh did was to start 
planning to set up export processing zones 
in this region. The Export processing zone 
at Niphamari had a tremendous impact on 
the local economy. Similarly, there are a lot 
of infrastructure development happening 
Mymansinh and Sirajganj. Lot of roads, 
bridges, etc are coming up. So, in a way these 
will absorb lot of iron and steel and course, the 
‘Purvodaya’ scheme will give that additional 
impetus to the iron and steel sector in Eastern 
India. While ‘Purvodaya’ will boost the 
manufacturing sector, other initiatives like  the 
Bharatmala, the Gati-Shakti will help improve 
the cross border trade logistics and reduce trade 
costs.

In Bangladesh, almost 80% of the freight are 
moved by roadways. What India is also trying to 
do is to  enter into a motor vehicle's agreement 
with the Government of Bangladesh and Nepal. 
Once this road infrastructure is strengthenedit 
will ease up is the pressure from the Siliguri 
corridor and also will help connecting India 

and the northeast India via Bangladesh. 

The next  could be the ship building industry in 
the Northeast through ‘Purvodaya’. Bangladesh 
and the eastern states in India can complement 
each other in the ship building industry. 

‘Purvodaya’ scheme will help integrate India 
with Bangladesh better because the products 
in the Eastern India will act as raw materials 
in Bangladesh, and help them grow in terms of 
trade. Bangladesh can help the Northeast India 
grow through better connectivity.

A vibrant and symbiotic relation can happen in  
cement industry. 

Howevere, there are a few challenges that needs 
to be addressed to unlock the transformative 
potential of schemes like ‘Purvodaya’, Gati-
Shakti, Bharatmala, and Sagarmala.

The ‘Purvodaya’ scheme, similar to the Gati 
Shakti Scheme, is a framework developed by the 
Central Government and these will be implemented 
with the support of respective state governments. 
Now, the question is are the states aligned with 
the centre in implementing the initiatives. 

Bulk of the trade among BBIN countries happen 
through roadways involving a number ofinformal 
Exchanges. Such exchanges are not possible for 
transporting cargo via railways and/or inland 
waterways.The question is can railways and 
inland waterways accommodate such informal 
exchanges.

Lastly, Indiais building infrastructure in 
the North East. The recent example being the 
MaitriSetu and establishment of an ICP at 
Sabroom, Tripura. These steps were supposed 
facilitate and enhance trade between Chittagong 
and Northeast.But, in reality, hardly any cargo has 
moved along that route. So more alignmentwith 
the neighbouringcountries are important as well.

*Policy Analyst, CUTS International
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còg^þ _ìùaðû\d bûeZ ieKûeu GK iKâòd Gaõ gqògûkú _âdûi 
~ûjûKò aògßÉeùe MêeêZße ijòZ ù\Lû ~ûC@Qòö Gjò _âKÌ IWògû, 
SûeLŠ, QZògMW, _½òcaw Z[û C�e-@û§â_âù\gKê ]eò ùMûUòG 
ic^ßòZ Áòf jaeê @ûe¸ ùjûA[òfûö Gjû _ìað-bûeZe iûcûRòK Z[û 
@[ðù^÷ZòK aòKûgùe GK @ûùfûKa�ðòKû eìù_ Kû~ðý Keê@Qòö Gjû ^òR 
bòZee @ù^K iêù~ûMKê _ûù[d Keò aògß Éeùe bûeZe bûMú\ûeúZûKê 
aé¡ò Keòaû ijòZ ajêcêLú c� jòiûaùe @ûjêeò @ûMKê ù^A _ûeòaö

C�e-_ìað bûeZe @ûagýKZû Gaõ aòùgh Keò bûeZ Kò_eò Gjò 
ùlZâKê C_ù~ûM KeêQò Zûjû @ûùfûP^û Keòaû _âiùwûPòZ ùja, 
ù~ùjZê @^ý eûÁâ Z[û @^ý iKòâd c� ijòZ ijù~ûM @ûYòaûùe Gjû 
GK MêeêZß_ì‰ð ùlZâö C�e-_ìað bûeZe R^iõLýû icMâ bûeZahðe 
R^iõLýûe 3.8 _âZògZ Gaõ Gjû @û«ðRûZòK iúcûe 5300 Kò.cò. _
eòaýû¯ö @ûjêeò c]ý bûeZ Gjò @�kKê @û«RðûZòK iõù~ûMúKeY \éÁòeê 
aòùgh Keò aûwfûù\g, cýû^cûe Gaõ [ûAfûŠKê @[ð aò^òù~ûM aé¡ò  
\òMeê ù\LêQò Gaõ C�e-_ìaðû�k Zò^ò ̂ òdêZ Wfûe @[ðù^÷ZòK iêù~ûM ù\
LûG ~ûjûKò C�c ~ûZûdûZ, iúcû« b�òbìcò, ic^ßòZ AùfKùUâû^òKiþ, 
aûYòRý Gaõ @û]ê^òK iúcû«a�ðú ù~ûMûY _âKâòdûùe ù\Lû~ûGö Gjò 

Sohini Nayak*
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iaê, iûõ_âZòK icdùe @^êbìZ ^êjñ Z[û_ò ieKûe 
Gjò @�kùe GK C�c C_ôû\^ iKûùg Kû~ðýeZ 
Gaõ Gjò i¸ûa^ûKê ~\ò C^àëq Keû~ûG ùZùa 
bûeZúd ^úZò ^ò¡ðûeKcû^u @ûgû @^ê~ûdú ù\
ge e¯û^ú aé¡ò ùja Gaõ @]òK _êõRò fMûY _ûAñ 
@ûiòaö @ûjêeò c]ý ùijò @ûõPkòK ic^ßd aògß @
[ðù^÷ZòK ^òbðegúkZû \òMùe Cù_ôeK bkò Kû~ðý 
Keòaö Gjò_eò bûaùe C�e-_ìaðû�k eûRý icìj  
_ìaðZUùe aûwfûù\g Gaõ cýû^cûe ijòZ 
bûeZe @ûbý«eúY @[ð^úZòKê iûcê\âòK Z[û 
iúcû«a�ðú jaþ cû]ýcùe @û«RðûZúdKeY 
Keòaûùe iûjû~ý Keòaö

HZòjûiòK \éÁòùKûYeê C�e-_ìaðû�k iÚû^úd 
aòù\âûj KûeYeê @aùjkòZ ùjûA ejò@Qò Gaõ 
ùiVûùe \úNð\ò^eê iõù~ûMú KeY _âKÌ @ûùMA _
ûeê^ûjó Gaõ Gjò _é[KZû _ìùaðû\d bkò _âKÌ \ßûeû 
C_eKê CVòa ù~CñVûùe ùK¦â aûÉaùe C�e- 
_ìaðû�kKê _½òcaw Gaõ KfòKZû ù\A ù~ûWòaö 
bûeZe _ìaðû�k Gaõ C�e-_ìaðû�k \éÁòeê 
_½òcaw ù~Cñiaê iêù~ûM iéÁò KeêQò ZûKê @Yù\
Lû Keò ùja ̂ ûjóö Gaõ ̀ kÊeì_, BIMSTEC bkò 
ajê_lúd c�Kê MêeêZß ù\aû @ûagýK, Zûjû còg^ 
_ìùaðû\dKê icMâ C�e-_ìaðû�k Z[û _âgÉ Giúd 
eûÁâ, _é[òaúe \lòY Giúd @õg Vûeê @ûe¸ Keò \
lòY-_ìað Giúd @õg _~ðý« Gaõ C�e-_ìaðû�k 
iúcû«a�ðú eûÁâ ~[û-aûwfûù\g, bìUû^, ù^_ûk 
Gaõ cýû^cûe c]ýùe RYûAaûùe GK iKâòd bìcòKû 
^òùbAaö Gaõ Gjò KûeYeê C�e-_ìaðû�k @û�kòK 
ijù~ûM \òMùe GK _âcêL cûMð ùjûA @ûiê@Qò Gaõ 
@]òKûõg icdùe GjûKê  bûeZúd ùa÷ù\gòK ^úZò 
‘_â[ùc _ùWûgú’ Gaõ _âûPý bkò  Kû~ðý^ßd^ ^úZò 
_eò \êA É¸ c]ýùe _âùag \ßûe eìù_ aòùaPòZ 
ùjûA @ûiê@Qòö @ûC c]ý ‘@ûZà ^òbðe bûeZ’ bkò 
aòPûe GVûùe _âYò]û^ ù~ûMýö

BIMSTEC  2021 ùa÷ù\gòK cªú ùa÷VKùe 
bûeZe ùa÷ù\gòK cªú gâú Rdgue Gjûe @
ûcìkPêk _eòa�ð^ ijòZ Kû^ê^ú Xû�û \òMùe 
ijù~ûM Z[û @ûõPkòK GKúKeYe @ûagýKZû 

_âiw CVûA [òùf ~ûjûKò bûeZKê 5 Uâòfòd^ @
[ð^úZò KeûAaûùe iûjû~ý Keòaö GA[ò_ûAñ 
BIMSTEC  ijòZ ASEAN cògò C�e-_ìaðû�kùe 
iùaðû�c aòKûg @ûYò _ûeòùaö ùZYê cêLý Kû_ðU\
ûe jòiûaùe bûeZKê GK MêeêZß_ì‰ð bìcòKû ^òaðûj 
KeòaûKê _Wÿòaö iûMecûkû _âKÌ, ~ûjûKò GK  
a¦e ùK÷¦âòK aòKûg _âKÌ Gaõ @^ýû^ý @«ðeûÁâúd, 
iûcê\òâK, iêelû _âKÌ aûYòRý Gaõ _~ðýU^ Z[û 
C�e-_ìaðû�ke aýqò-aýqò c]ýùe iõù~ûMKê 
aé¡ò Keòaûùe ijûdK ùjaö bûeZ-aûwfûù\g  
ù_âûùUûùKûf Gaõ @ûbý«eúY Rk _eòaj^ Z[û 
aûYòRý GK MêeêZß_ì‰ð _âiwö Gaõ C�e-_ìaðû�k 
\éÁòeê bûeZ ieKûe aòmû^ Gaõ _â~êqòaò\ýûùe 
C�e-_ìaðû�ke _âùagKê c]ý ~ù[Á MêeêZß ù\
CQ«òö aûÉaùe Gjû BIMSTEC iõù~ûMúKeY 
_âcêL ù~ûR^ûe GK @õg aòùgh Gaõ ‘_ìùaðû\d’Kê 
BIMSTEC cû]ýcùe @ûMKê aXûAaûe _âbûagûkú 
c�ö Gjû GVûùe CùfäL^údù~ aÉêZü Rû_û^ 
C�e-_ìaðû�ke aòKûg ^òcò� \úNðahð ùjfû bûeZ 
ijòZ RWòZ Gaõ ù\gùe @ù^K aòKûg _âKÌ @Qò 
ù~Cñ[òùe Rû_û^ N^òÂ bûaùe bûeZ ijòZ Kûc 
Keê@Qò, ^òŸòðÁ bûaùe C�e-_ìaðû�kùeö Rû_û^ 
@û«ðRûZúd iõiÚû cû]ýcùe C�e-_ìaðû�k eûÉû 
iõù~ûM C^ÜZòKeY _âKÌe C�e-_ìaðû�kùe bò�òbìcò 
iê\éXúKeY flý eùj ù~Cñ[òùe aûwfûù\g 
Gaõ cýû^cûe  bkò eûÁâ ijòZ iõù~ûMúKeYKê 
aé¡òKeòaû ö Gaõ @^ý C\ûjeY ùjCQò @ûiûce ]
ì_òâ Gaõ ùcNûkde `êf_eú c]ýùe ù_ûf ~ûjûKò 
aûwfûù\g ijòZ iõù~ûMúKeY \òMùe GK cj�ß_ì‰ð 
aòKûgö @ûC c]ý bìUû^ ijòZ Wûfê cû]ýcùe, ~ûjûKò 
ùcNûkdùe @aiÚòZ Gaõ bûeZ-bìUû^ iúcûùe @
ûiûce jû_òiûeò@û^ bûdû ùcNûkd @õPke UCeû^ö 
ùZYê ùcûUûùcûUò bûaùe C�e-_ìaðû�ke eûÉû 
iõù~ûMúKeY _âKÌ C�e-_ìaðû�kùe cûMð bò�òbìcòe 
C^ÜZòùe ijûdKö

Gjû CùfäL Keòaû ~[û[ð ù~ 2020ùe Rû_û^ 
c]ý ieKûeú  bûaùe 13.2 còfòd^ Wfûee GK 
aòKûg ijûdZû EY  ù\A@Qòö còg^ _ìùaðû\d Gjò 
icû^ Éee ù~Cñ[òùe \êAUò ù\g GKûVò @ûi«òö 
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ù~Cñiaê ù\g bûeZ ijòZ N^òÂ Gaõ ~ûjûe 
iúcû fûMòKò ejòQò Gbkò GK aòKûg _âKÌeê c]
ý fûbû^ßòZ ùjùaö iaê iõù~ûMúKeY _âKÌKê  
\ßò_ûlòK _âKòâdûeê aûjûeKê ~ûA i`k KeûAaûKê 
ùjùf iaê  ijù~ûMú eûÁâ ùMûUòG ~ûMûKê @ûiòaûe 
@ûagýKZû @Qòö icÉ _ùWûgúu c]ýùe ~êqò 
iwZ, @^êeì_ ijù~ûMûZàK ^úZò Gaõ ^òdc Z[û 
Gjò @õPke @ûA^ ~ûjû @Qò Zjóùe icû^Zû @Yû 
~ûA _ûeòaö bûeZ ^ò½òZ bûaùe GK iKòâd bìcòKû 
^òbûA _ûeòaö

icÉ BBIN eûÁâ icìj Gaõ Kc ùagú ùjC 
icÉ  BIMSTEC eûÁâ ùMûUòG ajê_ûlòK Xû�ûùe 
@Q«ò Gaõ BBINe KòQò eûÁâ BIMSTECùe c]ý 

@Q«ò Gaõ aùwû_iûMe GK ic^ßòZ ùlZâö ùZYê Gjò 
icÉ eûÁâ  c]ýùe [eêUòG ijcZò @ûiòMùf _ìùaðû\d 
bkò còg^ @ûjêeò i`kKûcú ùjaö

\úNð cò@û\ò iìZâùe còg^ _ìùaðû\d ^ò½òZ eìù_ 
i`k ùja KûeY Rû_û^ bkò ijù~ûMú eûÁâ iaêe 
bûeZ _âZò ijûdZû ejòQò ~ûjûKò ajêZ MêeêZß_ì‰ðö Gjû 
ijòZ, BIMSTEC Gaõ aùwû_iûMe bkò Gjûe 
MêeêZß_ì‰ð  CZþ ù_âeK ejòQò ö

ù~ûùjZê bûeZ GK fûb\ûdK iÚòZòùe ejòQò, 
bûeZ ^òjûZò bûaùe _ùWûgúu @Mâû]òKûeKê  
c]ý aògßûiKê ù^aû _ûAñ ùPÁòZ ùjaû  @ûagýKö Gjû 
iõù~ûMúKeY _âKÌ Z[û Áòf jai aû aòKûg bò�òbìcò 
_âKÌ iaêKê @ûjêeò i`k KùeAaö

D
re

am
st

im
e



14

Benaras Corridor:  
A bold initiative of development

For thousands of years Banaras, also known as Kashi, Varanasi, 
Avimukta, Anandvana, Rudravasa, Benarasamongst many other 
names, has been the epicenter of Bharabarsat’sSanatan Hindu 
dhrama and culture. For millenniums, Kashi has been considered 
the holiest of place, by the Hindus, which one needs to visit at 
least  once in his/her life time.  The antiquity of Varanasi could be 
gauged from what Mark Twain had to say about the city in his  
“Following the Equator- A Journey around the World”, published 
in the year 1897. According to him, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than the legend, and looks twice 
as old as all of them put together”.

Not that Kashi required any validation about its place of 
preeminence as one of the oldest living cities of the World given that 
much  before Twain the  great spiritual and religious figures of Indic 
religions like AdiShanakaracharya, Lord Buddha, Lord Mahavir, 
Guru Nanak and many more were attracted to the City. It was in 
Kashi, which means the illuminating one, whereAdiShankarcharya 
stayed for several years and wrote some of his most important 
work like  Shankara Bhasya, his  commentaries on Brahma sutra 

Sandeep Mahapatra*

Morning view of Benaras Ghats
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, as also his commentaries on the Bhagvad Gita 
and principals of Upanishads. It is in Varanasi 
wherein Lord Buddhagave his first sermon and 
preached about the Four Noble Truths and 
Eightfold Noble Paths. The place where he 
stayed was calledMrigadaya “Gift to the Deer” 
and later came to be known as Sarnath. It is 
believed by the followers of Jainism that the 
seventh jina (spiritual leader) Suparshva was 
born in Varanasi. The twenty third jinaParsvnath 
is also believed to have been born in Kashi, he 
was followed by Mahavir who visited it during 
his life time and till date the followers of Jainism 
consider the city as one of the most sacred place 
for their religion. Guru Nanak also visited 
Varanasi during his life time and held discourse 
with the scholars. To commemorate his visit a 
Gurudwara known as “GurudwaraShri Guru 
KaBagh” was constructed and is visited by the 
followers of Sikhism till today.Two of Bharat’s 
well known and greatest poetsKabir and 
Tulsidas were born in Vanaras and till date their 
writings are read/recited/sung with devotion. 
The followers of Kabir known as Kabirpanthi 
also recognize Kashi as their own centre of 
pilgrimage. Kashi thus represents the soul of 
Bharatbarsa and for the followers of all Indic 
religions it is a sacred place.May be this proved 
to be its bane when starting the 13th Century 
till the 17th century, Varanasi bore the wrath of 
the Muslim invaders. From QutbuddinAibak 
toMohammad GhoritoSikandar Lodi to 
Shah Jahan to Aurangzeb.Each one of them 
brought destructions and deaths  to the holy 
city.  The Lodis destroyed part of the city in the 
1500’s. Shah Jahan destroyed no less than 70 
temples. But Aurangzeb was the most vicious 
of them all; full of hatred towards sacred  sites 
of Hindus he destroyed some of the oldest 
temples including Vishvesarra, Krittivasa, 
BinduMahadava forever.  Such was his wrath 
that the guardian deity  ofKashi Kala Bhairava 
was housed in a humble quarters till a temple 

was built in the 18th  Century. The most sacred 
KashiViswanath temple was raged to the ground 
and GyanVypai mosque came in its place. Not 
satisfied with destroying the ageold temples, 
Auranzgeb renamed the city as “Muhammadbad”.
The sacred geography of Kashi was destroyed by 
Aurangzeb as a result there is no major religious 
sanctuary that exists which predates his reign.
Even the Buddisht pilgrimage Sarnath was not 
spared when QutbudinAibak demolished it. 

Notwithstanding such destructions and 
pillage,Kashi, the sacred city could not be destroyed 
though defaced and remained a centre of learning.
It kept attracting the believers of all Indic religions 
and true to its name kept illuminating thousands 
of mere mortals.  In the 1780 Century, Maharani 
Ahilya Bai Holkar reconstructed the temple and 
restored back the glory of the City. Such was 
the aura of the temple that the great Sikh ruler  
MaharajaRanjit Singh gold plated the dome of the 
temple in 1835. During the British rule the first 
Sanskrit College (now SampoornanandaSanskirt 
University) was set up in 1791. However, little was 
done to revive/reconstruct the sacred geography 
of the City so much so that when Gandhi Ji 
visited the KashiVishwnath temple in 1916,he 
was appalled by the filth and squalor all around 
it, lamenting the state of affairs. 

In the last 100 years the situation did not change 
much till Prime MinisterNarendraModiji took it 
upon himself to rejuvenate the holy city. Beginning 
2014, many projects were conceived, launched 
and completed in record time. Be it cleaning of the 
ghats, be it sanitation of the city or be it providing 
better amenities to pilgrims thronging the city. The 
much admired “Rudraksh Convention Centre,” 
constructed in association with Japan, is one of 
many such initiatives successfully implemented 
by  Honourable Prime Minister Modiji. The ferry 
service in river Ganga, operationalising the Patna- 
Varanasi  in land water ways, as an alternative to 
land and rail transportation ushered in a new era. 
Aware of the significance of the KashiVisvnath 
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temple and the fact that nothing much had been 
done to address the issues faced by thousands 
of pilgrims/devotees visiting this holy site, 
Modi launched the ambitious KashiViswanatha 
Corridor project in  March2019 with an outlay 
of Rs. 800 Crore. It envisaged decongesting 
the area in and around the temple and enable 
a devotee to take a dip in the holy river 
Ganges before entering the shrine. So as to 
ensure that a 50ft wide corridor/path was to 
be constructed connecting the MadirChowk 
to the LalitaGhat. This apart the project also 
envisaged expanding the temple premises to 
5000 hectares from the exisiting 300 sq.ft area. 
The project also envisagedsseveral facilities 
for pilgrims, including 'yatrisuvidhakendras', 
a tourist facilitation centre, vedickendra, 
mumukshubhavan, bhogshala, city museum, 
viewing gallery, food court among others.  
This was not an easy task given that it entailed 
acquisition of properties and ensuring that 
there is no roadblock in terms of litigation 
or agitation.  This humongous task was 
achieved with smooth acquisitions of over 400 
properties and payment of compensation to the 
affected parties. Around 1,400 shopkeepers, 
tenants and homeowners were rehabilitated in 
record time paving the way for the vision to 
be made a reality. Within 3 years of launch of 
the ambitious project on 13 December 2020,  
Prime Minister Modi inaugurated the 1st phase 
and the grandeur of the change brought about 
was visible to one and all. With better amenities 
in and around the KashiViswanath Temple 
it is hoped that pilgrims, who, till now were 
facing issues for a peaceful darshan will benefit 

immensely. The various buildings inaugurated on 
that day will go a long way in attracting pilgrims 
and tourist from near and far and will ensure that 
75 thousand people can come to the temple at any 
given time.  The corridor will boost tourism in 
Kashi and would provide fillip to the economy of 
not only the holy city but also the entire Eastern 
part of India.. 

In addition to the corridor the construction of 
National Highways connecting various parts of 
Uttar Pradesh to Varanasi which would in turn 
ensure better road connectivity with other places 
of  Eastern Bharat would translate into free flow 
of both tourist and business not only to Kashi but 
the entire area. It would be wrong to visualize 
the project only in terms of the development 
brought in to Kashi but it has to be viewed in the 
larger scheme of things of having a deep impact 
on the psyche of  every India in general and the 
people of Eastern India in particular for whom 
Kashi has been a centre for learning. On account 
of geographical proximity, the fruition of the 1st 
phase of the KashiViswanath Corridor, will go a 
long way in realizing the dream of “Purvodaya”. 
The expected increase in tourism will provide 
avenues to the artist and artisans of Eastern Bharat 
to use Kashi as a launch pad for showcasing their 
talents to reach out to a larger audience. The 
better  amenities would mean the tour operators/
organizers of these States will be better placed to 
scout for amenities for the tourists unlike in the 
past where it was an arduous task. This will aid to 
the economic growth of Eastern Bharat which will 
help realizing the dream of our Prime Minister to 
make it the growth engine of India.

*Senior Advocate, Supreme Court of India
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The launch of Institute’s Chapter on  
“ Purvodaya” and Bi-Lingual Bi-Monthly Bulletin

“ Purvodaya: The Rise of Opportunities”

The Institute of Social and Cultural 
Studies(ISCS),India that as an autonomous 
organization have been addressing diverse areas 
of developmental perspectives through research, 
event and regular range of documentations. 
Given its  Eastern working capital, had  
manifested a considerable interest to look and 
highlight the  matters of East.Therefore as a 
part of the institute’s endeavours on 26th of 
November 2021 between 5.30-6.30pm(IST) 
over a Virtual Platform launched yet another 
Chapter on Purvodaya- particularly dedicated 
to discuss the matters of Eastern region from 
industrialization to education to empowerment 
and many more.

The Institute commenced on its objectives 
with the release of Institute’s first Bi-Lingual Bi-
Monthly Bulletin on “Purvodaya: The Rise of 

Opportunities” within the attributed chapter. The 
Bulletin comprises of articles written in English 
and Odia by multi-sectoral stakeholders from the 
eastern belt.

To initiative was launched in the presence of 
the Director of ISCS,India- who asserted that 
the Chapter and documentation both together 
will not only comprehend and discuss the 
augmentation of the Eastern India but would 
also serve as a corridor of engagement amongst 
disparate stakeholders. The event also received the 
presence of the Sri.Dharmendra Pradhan- Hon’ble 
Minister of Education, Skill development and 
Entrepreneurship who congratulated the institute 
for its initiative and started his deliberation 
with a coinage “‘Purvodaya’: New mantra for 
good governance”and further added that -The 
essence of  ‘Purvodaya’ is focused development of 
eastern India to harness the untapped potential. 
The ‘Purvodaya Mission’ aims at infrastructure 
development in roads and rail connectivity, 
port connectivity, augmenting ‘blue-economy’, 
entrepreneurship, strengthening women SHGs, 
world-class education institutions and efficient 
human-resources  etc. Under Mission Purvodaya, 
the Government of India is going to  build an 
Integrated Steel Hub in eastern India which would 
lead to 3 things:

 i) addition to the competitiveness of the steel 
sector

 ii) facilitation of regional development  and 

 iii)  job creation

It’s a matter of pride that the Institute of Social 
and Cultural Studies, Kolkata has organized the 
initiative which will bring out many new ideas on 
‘Mission Purvodaya’. In addition, the bi-monthly 
and bi-lingual publication on ‘ Purvodaya’ has 
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brought out various informed opinions by 
eminent scholars and would continue to do so.

The Editor of the bulletin Dr.Sujit Pruseth  
who later also coordinated the discussion 
session described how the initiative can be a 
host of opportunity to muster the national/
international and regional writers to depict 
the growth of the region. Also regular 
documentation and other initiative that will 
be rolled out as a part of the proposed chapter 
can help to plot, analyse and sketch the 
developmental goals of the region persistently.

The launch of the Chapter and the Bulletin 
was followed with a Discourse on “Mission 
Purvodaya: A Gateway of Opportunities”. 
Where the speakers were none other than the 
writers of the first edition of the Bi-Lingual 
Bulletin such as Dr. Tapas Kumar Sarangi- 
Asst. Director, National Institute of Labour 
Economics Research and Development, Dr. 
Dinesh Kumar Nayak- National Institute 
of Public Finance and Policy, New Delhi, 
Dr Sarbeswar Pradhan- Assistant Professor, 
Department of Economics- Dr. Bhim Rao 
Ambedkar College, Dr. Rajeeb Nayak- 

Eminent Journalist and Dr.Arindam Saha- 
MD,Vista Intelligence. Each of them congratulated 
the Institute for the initiative and added how the 
policy and joint endeavours could arch a spree 
of development and growth for the region and  
its shareholders. The event received a vote of 
Thanks by Sri. Krishnendu Baksi, Programme 
Coordinator, ISCS,India
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Report of the Webinar 
Improving Connectivity in Eastern India: Vision Purvodaya

‘Purvodaya’ scheme has been launched by 
the Government of India to ensure balanced 
economic development and reduce the regional 
disparities. The Institute of Social and Cultural 
Studies, Kolkata has initiated series of intellectual 
deliberations on various dimensions of the 
much talked about policy.A webinar entitled ‘ 
Improving Connectivity in Eastern India: Vision 
Purvodaya’ was organized by the Institute of 
Social and Cultural Studies, Kolkotta on 14th 
December 2021.

Dr Sujit Kumar Pruseth, Editor, ‘Purvodaya’ 
accorded a warm welcome to the panel of experts 
and audience and initiated the deliberation. Dr 
Pruseth highlighted connectivity as one of the 
salient features of the ‘Purvodaya’ policy. He said 
that the story of India’s growth will be incomplete 
without the development of eastern part of India.

The discussion was chaired and  moderated 
by  Ms.Rashmi Das, Editor, ‘Telecom live & 

Infralive’. Dr Das stressed upon the need for an 
in-depth analysis of the connectivity issue from 
multiple perspectives which will enable the policy 
making and implementation.

 Dr Nihar Nayak, Research Fellow, Manohar 
Parrikar Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses, 
New Delhi made a technical presentation stressing 
upon the need to engage the neighbours on  the 
eastern sides of India. Dr Nayak argued that the 
benefits from ‘Purvodaya’ will be more effective 
and meaningful if India crafts strategic policy on 
connectivity, trade and culture etc.He argued that 
the policy should be augmented in such a way 
which would supplement India's ‘neighbourhood 
first’ policy.

Mr. Arnab Ganguly,CUTS International argued 
that ‘Purvodaya’ scheme and Bangladesh can create 
a synergy for each other and there could be some 
areas of symbiotic growth. Mr. Ganguly elaborated 
few key challenges before the Government of India 
which need to be addressed at the earliest.

 Ms.Sohini Nayak, Junior Fellow, Observer 
Research Foundation critically analysed the 
‘Purvodaya’policy. Ms.Nayak argued that 
‘Purvodaya’ policy can be utilized as a platform 
for larger interactions among the eastern states and 
ASEAN countries. Ms.Nayak highlighted that two 
pillars of the Indian foreign policy ‘neighborhood 
first’ and the Act East policy can be synchronized 
with ‘Purvodaya’ policy.

Dr Sujit Kumar Pruseth summed up the key 
points of deliberations which would be provided 
as key policy inputs. He conveyed thanks to all 
distinguished experts and audience. The guidance 
and support by Mr Arindam Mukherjee, Director, 
Institute of Social and Cultural Studies and other 
team members were  appreciated and acknowledged.
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